
Course Syllabus 
For 

Geomet ry 
Craig McKenzie        m ckenzie_c@4j . lane.edu 
Room  B- 13,  2007-2008       687- 3227 
 
Text and Resources: 
 
The t extbook for  t his course is,  Discovering Geometry, An Inductive Approach by Michael Serra.   You 
will be issued two (2)  copies of the t extbook.   One t o keep at  hom e and t he other w ill be kept  in the 
classroom  for in- class work and reference.  Addit ionally,  we w ill use t he com puter  program  Geometers 
Sketchpad t o m odel and assist  us in understanding t he geom et ry  concepts. 
 
Structure of the course: 
 
The class will m eet  10th grade geom et ry benchm arks and be st ructured around geom et r ic 
invest igat ions.   The m ajority  of the class work w ill be done in cooperat ive groups of two ( 2)  to four  
(4)  student s.   These groups will be required t o work together,  ask quest ions of each other, reach 
consensus,  and develop the conj ecture/  t heorem s and solut ions to problem s t hrough out  t he year.  
Groups w ill be assigned and change approxim ately  every six ( 6)  weeks. Research indicates that  
student s learn bet t er when they have m ult ip le opportunit ies to explain and discuss m athem at ics ideas 
and concepts   This approach requires each of you to behave,  com m unicate and interact  wit h others 
in a respect fu l,  honest  and courteous m anner at  all t im es.   Learn the ar t  of quest ioning t he Òideas not  
the personÓ 
 
Expectations: 
 PROMPT:  Be on t im e.   Enter  the room  quiet ly . Take your assigned seat .  Begin the 
daily  warm -up. 
 
 PREPARED:  Br ing all necessary m aterials to class w it h you.  This includes:  your  
Òthink ing capÓ, notebook, assignm ent , pencil,  red pen,  calculator, prot ractor,  ruler,  and 
anything else that  m ight  be needed for  t he lesson.  ALL WORK MUST BE DONE IN PENCIL.   
ALL PENCILS MUST BE SHARPENED BEFORE CLASS STARTS. 
 
 POLITE:  Everyone in t his class has the right  to learn or t each free from  fear  of being 
harm ed, int im idated or em barrassed.  To create such a posit ive cult ure we all m ust :  

• Respect  t he right s and propert ies of all m em bers of t he classroom  Ð 
they include you,  your classm ates and m yself or  a guest  teacher 

• Listen and follow all direct ions for  lesson and classroom  procedures.   
• Adhere t o all Roosevelt  rules and policies as stated in t he Student  

Handbook   
 
Discipline Policy: 
I f  a student  chooses not  to behave in an appropriate m anner,  t he follow ing steps will be 
taken,  not  necessarily  in th is order:  

1)  A verbal warning w ill be clear ly  given. 
2)  An inform al m eet ing between student  and teacher w ill take place. 
3)  Parents will be contacted. 
4)  Student  will be sent  t o their  adv isor , WaltÕs Place or an adm inist rator  and 

the appropriate consequences will be assigned.  
 

Absences and Make-up Work: 
I f  you are absent  it  is your responsibility t o arrange and m ake-up class work and 
hom ework.  All work w ill be in t he absent  binder and posted online at :  

http://schools.4j.lane.edu/%7Emckenzie_c/   Please m ake sure you check this 
site if  you are absent .   One m ake- up day will usually  be allowed for  com plet ion and t urning 
in m issed work due to an absence.   Students t hat  know they w ill be m issing school should 
ask for in class and hom ework assignm ents in advance.  Make-up tests or quizzes will be 
administered before or after school only.   Cases of extended absences will be handled on an 
individual basis. 
 



 
 
 
Deliverables and Grading Policy: 
 
1.  Cooperat ion ( 10%  of total grade)  

 
Cooperat ion and excellent  social skills are key ingredients in the work ing world t hat  I  
want  students t o part icipate in fu lly.   Manned space flight  is a pr im e exam ple of 
collaborat ive t eam work that  dem ands excellent  cooperat ive sk ills t o com plete t he 
m ission successfully.  Thus it  is im portant  for st udents t o d iscuss,  collaborate,  
cooperate and f ind consensus regarding solut ions to m athem at ics problem s as t hey 
use and develop t heir  social int eract ion skills.  A cooperat ion grade w ill be given once 
every grading period.   7 pts = Consistent ly cooperat ive and engaged, 5 pts =  Most ly  
cooperat ive and/ or  engaged 3 pt s som et im es cooperat ive or  engaged. 
 
 

2.  I n class work ( 25%  of total m ath grade)  
 
Notebook of in class work, warm -up sets,  vocabulary,  invest igat ions and conj ectures  This 
category reflect s com plet ion, organizat ion, and accuracy regarding the assigned work.  (See 
the supply  for sect ion labels)  
 

3.  Hom ework  (30%  of t otal m ath grade)  
 
Hom ework w ill be done in the spiral graph paper notebooks and due t he next  class period.  
Each assignm ent  is 7 point s.  7 pt s =  Com plete and on t im e, 5 pts =  incom plete and on t im e or  
com plete and less t han a week late,  and 3 pt s =  not  com plete or  over  a week late.  Hom ework 
will be collected weekly.  Missing HW m ust  be m ade-up pr ior  to a Chapter  t est . 
 

4.  Tests and Proj ect s (35%  of total m ath grade)  
 
All chapters w it h include a chapter t est  and/ or a proj ect .   These will be assigned as t he course 
progresses.  Any chapter  t est s can be retaken w ith in the week t hat  it  was returned.   The score 
for a retake w ill replace the orig inal for a m axim um  grade of 85% .   
 

Finally,  I  am  not  a fan of ext ra credit  but  from  t im e t o t im e ext ra credit  assignm ents will be w ill be 
available.    
C1=  100% -90%  C2=  89% - 75%  C3= 74% - 65%  N <  65%  
 
Supplies: 
 
The following m ust  be w ith you everyday in class unless inst ructed otherwise 

• Math three r ing binder (  1.5 t o 2 inch)  
• Lined paper ( (approxim ately  50 sheets)  
• Two (2)  spiral graph paper hom ework notebooks.  Labeled ÒHW AÓ and ÒHW BÓ ( Staples 

or  UO Bookstore)  
• Three sect ion dividers with t he follow ing labels:   Investigations, Conjectures, and 

Vocabulary. 
• Pencil pouch with:  pencils, prot ractor, com pass, ruler ( cm) , red pen and 

coloured pencils, calculator, and CD or  zip drive as needed for com puter  work. 
 

Parent involvement and Communication: 
 
Please do not  hesitate to call,  em ail or  drop by if  you have any com m ents,  quest ions or concerns 
dur ing the school year .  My hope is that  each student  is successful in th is class and I  look forward to 
working w it h you and your student  to achieve that  goal.   You can reach m e at  Roosevelt  687-3227 or 
em ail m e m ckenzie_c@4j . lane.edu.  As m uch as possible I  am  available for  individual help aft er school 
and dur ing posted office hours.   Please see m e if we need to set -up other  t im es.   
 



Please f ill out  and have your st udent  return t his cont ract / com m unicat ion sheet .   Thank you. 
 
Geometry  
 
CONTACT SHEET 
 
 
Student Name:___________________________________________________ 
    (Please print) 
 
 Address: _________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
I have read the course syllabus and understand the responsibilities for this class.  As a 
student, I agree to complete all assignments on time and make arrangements to come in 
before or after school if I need extra help.  As a parent, I agree to support my student to 
complete all assignments on time and require my student to make arrangements to come in 
before or after school when additional help is needed. 
 
 Student signature ____________________________________ 
 
 Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________________ 
 
 Date: _______________________________ 
 

 
Contact Information 
Please list the names I may contact if it is necessary to discuss your student’s behavior or grade. 
 
1) _____________________________    _______________________    __________________ 
  Name    Home phone    Time 
 
   ______________________________   _______________________   ___________________ 
  Name    Work Phone    Time 
 
Email address:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) _____________________________    _______________________    __________________ 
  Name    Home phone    Time 
 
   ______________________________   _______________________   ___________________ 
  Name    Work Phone    Time 
 
Email address:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
COMMENTS: Please write any helpful information. Thank you!! 


