
 
 
 

        
 

       
 

   
  

   
 

        
 

             
  

         

       
 
 

Adam Canfield on 
the Slash 
by Michael Winerip 
 

While serving as co-editors of their school newspaper, middle-
schoolers Adam and Jennifer uncover fraud and corruption in 
their school and in the city's government. 
Mystery/Realistic Fiction 
 
 

The Alchemyst 
by Michael Scott 
 

While working at summer jobs, 15-year-old twins, Sophie and 
Josh, find themselves caught up in a deadly, centuries-old struggle 
between rival alchemists, Nicholas Flamel and John Dee, over the 
possession of an ancient book containing secret formulas.  
Fantasy                                                            YRCA Nominee 2010 
FFantasy 
Fantasy 
 Any Small Good-

ness: A Novel of the 
Barrio 
by Tony Jonston 
 
by Anthony Horowitz 
 

Arturo and his family and friends share all kinds of experiences 
living in the barrio of East Los Angeles--reclaiming their 
names, playing basketball, championing the school librarian, 
and even starting their own gang. 
Realistic Fiction 
 
 

The Breadwinner: An 
Afghan Child in a 
Wartorn 
by Deborah Ellis 
 

Because the Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan, impose strict limi-
tations on women's freedom and behavior, eleven-year-old Parvana 
must disguise herself as a boy so that her family can survive after 
her father's arrest. 
Realistic Fiction 
 
 
Realistic Fiction 
 
 

Chinese Cinder-
ella: The True 
Story of an Un-
wanted Daughter 
by Adeline Yen 
Mah 
 

The author paints an authentic portrait of twentieth-century China 
while telling the story of her painful childhood and her courage 
and ultimate triumph over despair. 
Non-fiction/Biography 
 

Dragonʼs Keep 
by Janet Lee 
Carey 
 

In 1145 A.D., fourteen-year-old Rosalind, who will be the twenty-
first Pendragon Queen of Wilde Island, has much to accomplish to 
fulfill her destiny while hiding the dragon's claw she was born with 
that reflects only one of her mother's dark secrets. 
Fantasy 
 
 
 
 

Found 
by Margaret Peterson 
Haddix 
 

Thirteen-year-old Jonah, Chip, and Jonah's sister, Katherine, are 
plunged into a mystery that involves the FBI, a vast smuggling 
operation, an airplane that appeared out of nowhere, and people 
who seem to appear and disappear at will.   
Science Fiction 
 
 

Maximum Ride: 
The Angel Experi-
ment 
by John Patterson 
 

After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their 
group, the "birdkids," who are the result of genetic experimentation, 
take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand 
their own origins and purpose. 
Science Fiction 
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Plain Janes 
by Cecil Castellucci 
 

After a bombing, Jane's parents move to a suburb where she be-
friends three outcasts, all named Jane, and starts a group called 
People Loving Art in Neighborhoods. The group tries to enrich their 
community with art, but instead is viewed as a threat. 
Realistic Fiction/Graphic Novel           YRCA Nominee 2010 
 
 

Rangerʼs  
Apprentice:  
Ruin of Gorlan 
by John Flanagan 
 

When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, he becomes 
the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt and winds up 
protecting the kingdom from danger. 
Fantasy 
 
 

Schooled 
by Gordon Korman 
 

Cap lives in isolation with his grandmother, a former hippie, but when 
she falls from a tree and breaks her hip, Cap is sent to a foster home 
where he has his first experience in a public school. 
Realistic Fiction                           YRCA Nominee 
2010 
 
 

So B. It 
by Sarah Weeks 
 

After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agora-
phobic neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, 
to New York to find out who she is. 
Realistic Fiction 
 
 

Trapped Between 
the Lash and the 
Gun 
by Arvella  
Whitmore 
 

Twelve-year-old Jordan is becoming dangerously involved with a 
street gang when he is suddenly transported through time to be-
come a slave on the plantation of his ancestors. 
Historical Fiction 
 
 

The Wednesday 
Wars 
by Gary Schmidt 
 

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all 
his classmates go to religion classes, seventh-grader Holling stays 
in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of Shake-
speare and he learns about the world he lives in.  
Historical Fiction                                            Newberry Honor 2008 
 
 

The Wild Girls 
by Pat Murphy 
 

When thirteen-year-old Joan moves to California in 1972, she be-
comes friends with Sarah, who is timid at school but an imagina-
tive leader when they play in the woods. After winning a writing 
contest together, they are recruited for an exclusive summer writ-
ing class that gives them new insights into themselves and others. 
Historical Fiction 
 
 Zen and the Art of 

Faking It 
by Jonathan  
Sonnenblick 
 

Thirteen-year-old San Lee moves against his will to a new town. 
Things get interesting when he invents a new past for himself, acci-
dentally giving the impression that he's a reincarnated mystic, and 
people begin relying on him for advice. Realistic Fiction 
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