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Dear Parents:

Early Literacy
Teachers in grades kindergarten 

to three are collaborating with the 
University of Oregon and colleagues 
from Meadowlark and Gilham 

schools to strengthen the early literacy program at Edison. Our 
goal is to develop a dynamic, research-supported early literacy 
program that accelerates reading achievement for all students, 
fits the unique characteristics of Edison School and serves as a 
national model for early literacy programs.

This year, students in first and second grade begin each 
day with a 75-minute reading period. In addition, each of 
the kindergarten through second grade reading classes now 
has an instructional assistant to help provide small group and 
individualized reading instruction. Jay Dibos, our Literacy 
Coordinator, and several UO students are also working closely 
with primary grade teachers to help provide small group or 
individualized reading instruction whenever it is needed. Using 
research-supported instructional techniques and concentrating 
our resources in the early grades will help insure skilled, 
proficient readers in the intermediate grades. 

Technology Enhanced Student Assessment (TESA)
Third, fourth and fifth graders will use the Technology 

Enhanced Student Assessment system (TESA) to complete 
state assessments in reading and math. Fifth graders will also 
use TESA to complete state assessments in science and social 
studies. Students have two opportunities to meet/exceed grade 
level standards in each subject area. The first round of TESA 
testing will occur in November and December with the second 
round in April and May. The TESA system provides students 
with immediate test results. In February, fourth graders will 
also complete a paper and pencil version of the Oregon 
State Writing Assessment. Writing assessment results will be 
available in the late spring.

Parents and Students Sound Off !
Last year the Edison Site Council surveyed parents and 

students to help identify the strengths, challenges and unique 
characteristics of Edison School. Survey results are being 
used to help establish a mission statement and vision for the 

future of Edison. Lynette Williams, Site Council Chair, and 
I are looking forward to sharing the results of the survey with 
interested parents at the Nov. 16 Parent Council meeting. We 
promise a fast paced, engaging presentation that will stimulate 
a great deal of thought and conversation on topics such as 
school safety, communication, relationships, teaching and 
learning and interpersonal skill development. 

An Exceptional School 
For the fourth consecutive year, the Oregon Department 

of Education has included Edison on its list of Exceptional 
Elementary Schools. The designation is based on several factors 
including daily attendance and academic progress as measured 
by Oregon State Assessments in math, reading and writing. 
In this day and age of standardized tests and state-mandated 
programs, I am pleased that Edison continues to provide a 
well-rounded educational experience that includes art, music, 
science, physical education, interpersonal skill development 
and critical thinking skills in addition to outstanding reading, 
writing and math instruction.

Hope to see you at the “Celebrate the Harvest Season” 
luncheon on Nov. 17.

Celebrate The Harvest 
Season Luncheon on Nov. 17

Parents, family members and friends are cordially invited 
to Edison School’s “Celebrate the Harvest Season” luncheon. 
Barbara is planning a classic Thanksgiving meal for all to enjoy.

To ensure a smooth lunch with minimal wait times we 
would appreciate it if guests would:
• 	Purchase tickets in advance by completing the luncheon 

sign-up form or by contacting Barbara. Advanced ticket 
sales help us to know how much food to prepare. Guests 
may purchase tickets at the luncheon if an advance purchase 
is not possible. 

• 	Enter the building through the main entrance or the west 
22nd entrance. 

• 	Pick up and wear a nametag.
• 	Go first to your child’s classroom.
• 	Classrooms will be dismissed to the cafeteria at the 

following times:
Kindergarten–10:50 a.m.; First grade–11:10 a.m.; Second 

grade–11:20 a.m.; Third grade–11:30 a.m.; Jenny and Laura’s 
classes–11:50 a.m.; Carrie Ann and Karen’s classes–noon.

Guests with time constraints are encouraged to go to the front 
of the lunch line. Yes, we do allow “cuts” in certain situations. 
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October 2006 Calendar
Wed., Nov. 1 	 Parent/Teacher Conferences  
	 NO SCHOOL/NO CHOIR
	 conferences 12 noon to 8 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 2 	 Parent/Teacher Conferences  
	 NO SCHOOL
	 conferences 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 3	 Coffee Fundraiser Kick Off Assembly

Tues., Nov. 7	 Coffee Tasting in Lobby before school

Thurs., Nov. 9	 Coffee Tasting in Lobby after school

Fri., Nov. 10	 Veteran’s Day
	 NO SCHOOL

Tues., Nov. 14	 2nd Grade BRING Recycling Field Trip
	 Room 12, Noon; Room 11, 1 p.m.

Tues., Nov. 14	 Book Fair and Fall Family Night
	 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
	 (open on Monday the 13th and Tuesday the 14th from 8:05 a.m. 

until 9 a.m. and from 2:20 p.m. until 3 p.m. to preview and order)

Tues., Nov. 14	 Site Council Meeting
	 3 p.m to 5 p.m. in the Staff Room

Wed., Nov. 15	 2nd Grade Field Trip to Salem

Thur., Nov. 16	 Parent Council Meeting
	 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Library
	 childcare available on request

Fri., Nov. 17	 Ben & Jerry’s Fundraiser
	 Eugene area Ben & Jerry’s

Fri., Nov. 17	 Coffee Orders Due/ T-shirt Orders Due

Fri., Nov. 17	 Celebrate the Harvest Season Family Luncheon
	 Kinders 10:50 a.m.; 1st 11:10 a.m.; 2nd 11:20 a.m.; 3rd 11:30 

a.m.; Room 1 and 10, 11:50 a.m.; Room 2 and 4, 12 noon

Wed., Nov. 22	 NO CHOIR

Thurs., Nov. 23	 Thanksgiving
	 NO SCHOOL

Fri., Nov. 24	 Thanksgiving Vacation
	 NO SCHOOL

Mon., Nov. 27	 Edison Time of Sharing Food Drive begins

Thurs., Dec. 1	 Kinder Field Trip to Public Library
	 9:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.

Staff Email List
Office
Tom Maloney................. maloney@4j.lane.edu
Vicki Boudreaux......... boudreaux@4j.lane.edu

Teachers
Jennifer Berglund...........berglund@4j.lane.edu
Polly Moak...........................moak@4j.lane.edu
Debbie Greene.................greene@4j.lane.edu
Terry Martin.................... martin_t@4j.lane.edu
Lisa Fragala.......................fragala@4j.lane.edu
Nancy Whitfield  ...........whitfield@4j.lane.edu
Kathleen Rockwell..........rockwell@4j.lane.edu
Janine Zimmer-Berg..............berg@4j.lane.edu
Laura Twigg........................twigg_l@4j.lane.edu
Karen Johnston............johnston_k@4j.lane.edu
Carrie Ann Naumoff..........naumoff@4j.lane.edu
Jenny Vondracek......... vondracek@4j.lane.edu

Specialists 
Leasa Fox.................................fox@4j.lane.edu
Colleen Wright.............wright_co@4j.lane.edu
Frank James......................... james@4j.lane.edu
Maurya Kaarhus..............kaarhus@4j.lane.edu
Jesse Billow......................billow_j@4j.lane.edu
Nancy Reiter........................ reiter@4j.lane.edu

Instructional Assistants 
Will Bromley ..............bromley_w@4j.lane.edu
Cheryl Burke....................... burke@4j.lane.edu
Deborah Dailey................ dailey@ 4j.lane.edu
Tana Posey.........................posey@ 4j.lane.edu
Janice Peebles....................peebles 4j.lane.edu
Judy Weber.....................weber_j@4j.lane.edu

Support Staff
John Backer ..................... backer@ 4j.lane.edu
Stacey Jones ...................... jones@ 4j.lane.edu
Barbara Miller.............miller_ba@ 4j.lane.edu
Bridgett Walker ...........walker_b@ 4j.lane.edu

Edison Tie-Dye T-shirts are coming!
By Leita Dzubay

Starting on Nov. 1 we will be taking orders for Edison tie-dye T-shirts. The 
shirts will be tie-dyed green and blue with Edison in block letters written in 
white on the front. The shirts are being made by one of the artisans at the 
Saturday Market and are really beautiful! We will also be accepting orders for 
the traditional forest green Edison hooded sweatshirts and T-shirts, as well as 
white T-shirts with a green Edison logo.  

A sample tie-dye shirt will be available to view in the office starting in 
early November. Order forms will be sent home in student’s folders or can be 
picked up in the office. All orders must be received by Nov. 17. 

Please note:  
	 The November Parent Council 
meeting will be on Thursday, Nov. 16 instead 
of Tuesday, Nov. 14, AND it will end a little 
early (8:00 p.m.) so that Tom will have time to 
present information about the Edison visioning 
process. Childcare will be available for both, if 
arranged in advance through the office.

Choir Notes: Important choir dates for 
your calendar 
Please note, there will be NO Choir on Nov. 1, 
because of parent-teacher conferences, and on 
Nov. 22, the day before Thanksgiving.
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It’s time for a coffee 
break, don’t 
you think?
Free samples...
yeah!
By Hillary Johnson

The fall fundraiser is set to launch on 
Friday, Nov. 3 when students will get information and order 
forms for (drum roll, please): Deans Beans Organic, Fair Trade 
& Kosher Coffee fundraiser. 

The sales period is two weeks long, from Nov. 3 through 
Nov. 17. Volunteers will have the orders filled and ready to go 
home by Dec. 11, in time for holiday gifts. Beside two roasts 
of organic coffee (ground or beans, decaf or regular), you can 
purchase organic cocoa, organic chocolate covered espresso 
beans (both milk and dark chocolate), and the fun and upbeat 
Coffelands CD. There is something for everyone!

Fundraiser organizers will be giving out free samples of the 
coffee on Tuesday, Nov. 7 before school, Thursday, Nov 9. after 
school, and at the Book Fair/Family Night on Tuesday, Nov. 14.

The highest seller in each class will receive a huge cocoa mug 
and saucer to paint at Brushfire ($18 retail value), and the class 
with the highest total sales will have a cocoa party with Tom 

(priceless!).
A bit about Deans Beans: “To us, organic 

is more than just a popular commodity, it is a 
commitment to a philosophy about respect for 
the earth, the farmer, our co-workers and the 
consumer.”  Read more at www.deansbeans.com. 
Questions? Call Hillary Johnson at 345-5526.   

Kid’s Dentist Now 
Available at White Bird
By Dee Hall

Let’s keep our kids’ teeth healthy. White Bird Dental Clinic 
is now able to provide children’s dentistry thanks to the 
addition of Mark Stapleton, DDS, a pediatric dentist. White 
Bird has sliding scale fees for children living in low-income 
families, and the clinic accepts insurance as well as Oregon 
Health Plan cards through the Oregon Medical Assistance 
Program (OMAP), Capital and ODS. Please stop by to make 
an appointment. White Bird is located at 1400 Mill Street 
in Eugene. Call during business hours, Monday through 
Thursday, at 344-8302.

Let’s Scream for  
Ice Cream!!

By Carrie Connelly

Now were talkin’: A fundraiser that focuses on ice cream! 
Is there a better school than Edison anywhere on the planet?! 
Here’s the scoop (pun intended): On Friday, Nov. 17, take 
your family, your neighbors and anyone in need of a few extra 
calories, to either Ben & Jerry’s ice cream shop locations, 
2864 Willamette St. (in the shopping center at the corner of 
29th and Willamette) or at 485 Coburg Rd., order the biggest 
possible sundae for everyone in your party and Edison will 
receive 25 percent of the purchase value. (Okay, you can order 
a mini-scoop, too. We won’t tell.) 

A key detail: You must have a flyer in hand when you order 
and the flyers will not be available at either store. Also note 
that the flyer will mention just the Willamette Street location, 
but owner Gary Bertelson assures us that the flyer will be 
accepted at both locations during the hours of operation, noon 
to 9:30 p.m. The kids will get the flyers at school and they’ll be 
available at the Fall Family Night and Book Fair (on Nov. 16). 
Any questions? Call Carrie Connelly at 342-4511.

Primary 
grades listen 
to classical 
music 

By Maurya Kaarhus

Thanks to a grant from the Oregon Bach Festival, all 
children in grades K through 3 will be able to listen to classical 
music for five minutes each day in their classrooms. We 
are using the “Brummitt-Taylor Music Listening Program” 
which has been used successfully for 12 years in Canada and 
the U.S. Each teacher received a set of CDs and a booklet of 
information about the music and the composers.

The children will hear the same piece each day for one week. 
By the end of that week, children will have a familiarity and 
deeper understanding of that composer’s work. By the end of 
the year, they will have listened to a broad variety of “classical” 
music from baroque to modern. You might like to ask your 
child about the music they are listening to.
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Welcome to 
Edison, 
Colleen 
Wright!

It Is Time To Give To Those In Need

The December Time of Sharing  
Food Drive is Coming Soon!

By Tara Lucas
Many Edison families are at or below the poverty line and have 

a difficult time making ends meet. This includes affording the most 
basic necessities such as rent, electricity and food. During the school 
year many of the children in these families depend on free or reduced 
meals through the cafeteria so they can eat a nutritious meal. 
During the two-week winter break these much-needed meals are 
unavailable. In an effort to fill this gap, Edison families and students, 
through the December Time of Sharing Food Drive, will collect 
food that will supplement these families. The food drive will begin 
immediately after Thanksgiving, on Monday, Nov. 27 and continue 
through Tuesday, Dec. 12. Please send sealed, non-perishable 
food items to your child’s classroom during this time period. 
We will incorporate the food drive into our assembly celebrating 
Compassion on Wednesday, Dec. 13, to help our kids understand 
how we can actively help others who are going through a difficult 
time. The following is a list of suggested items:

1. 	Meals-in-a-can (stew, chili, soup)
2. 	Dried pasta and rice
3. 	Canned fruit and vegetables
4. 	Hot and cold cereals
5. 	Peanut butter
6. 	Biscuit and pancake mixes, bottled syrups
7. 	Canned meat
8. 	Grocery scrip (this allows the families 

to purchase fresh dairy products and fresh produce). 
Scrip may be purchased in the office by filling out a scrip 
order form.

9. 	Extra Chinook Books or coupons.

This food drive is a great tool for encouraging Edison students 
to become involved in their community. Thank you in advance 
for your support!

Colleen Wright started at Edison this fall as the school’s Learning Center 
teacher, sharing a full-time position with Leasa Fox. Following is a little 
information about Colleen in her own words.

This is my 16th year teaching special education. I’ve taught in a variety of capacities 
with diverse groups of learners. I began teaching part-time four years ago to spend 
more time with my family. Prior to teaching in the 4j school district, I taught for six 
years at Maple Elementary in Springfield and six years in bush Alaska. I completed 
both my graduate and undergraduate studies at the University of Oregon.

I’m honored and appreciative to be teaching at Edison this year. It’s an excellent 
school with devoted and skilled teachers. I enjoy teaching in partnership with Edison 
teachers in the general classrooms and leading small group instruction in the Learning 
Center. My principal objective as a teacher is to ensure that all students reach their 
maximum potential. 

Aside from teaching, I like to travel and participate in outdoor activities with my 
family. I’m an avid and passionate reader consuming over 300 books a year of all genres. 

It’s going to be a fun and productive school year. Thanks for making me feel 
welcome at Edison. 

Fundraising at Edison
Working together in 2006-2007
By Rick Varnum

In an effort to increase our effectiveness, Parent 
Council and Edison’s Eugene Education Fund (EFF) 
Committee are joining forces. This coming together has 
been facilitated by meetings of an informal group of 
representatives from Parent Council and EEF. In addition, 
Principal Tom Maloney has aided in developing a shared 
vision. 

Our goal in joining forces is to bring more clarity to 
Edison’s need to supplement its other funding sources. We 
also hope a single fundraising campaign will encourage 
even more parents, grandparents, neighbors, and friends of 
Edison to financially support our school.

During the past few years, Edison’s EEF successfully 
raised nearly $60,000 for classroom staffing needs. 
Letters to parents, direct deposits, and special events such 
as Valentine Family Night are the hallmarks of EEF’s 
campaign. Parent Council raises funds for a number of 
projects and student programs. Sales of T-shirts, coupon 
books, Scrip and e-Scrip and many other fundraisers 
helped develop the computer lab, support Edison’s website, 
provide scholarships and many other beneficial programs. 

We can all be proud that Edison is one of the most 
successful 4J schools when it comes to supporting 
students, teachers and classified staff through fundraising.

The financial needs for the 2007-2008 school year are 
being assessed and a fundraising goal for the current year 
will soon be established. Many of the events you have 
come to expect at Edison will continue and you will be 
asked to participate. Edison is a colorful place to give!

Want to become more involved? Your talents will be put 
to good use. Contact: Tara Lucas Parillo, Tom Maloney, 
Gary Powell or Rick Varnum.



November  2006   � 

Toucan Times

fall family night fun

The Edison Book Fair
By Tala Schlossberg
Illustrations by Ruby Stellavato-Tollefson

Did you hear about the 
Book Fair at Edison 
School?

There’s a bunch of good 
books and they’re all 
really cool.

 

They’re funny ones, 
interesting ones, and a 
lot more

They’re joke books that 
make you laugh till your 
sides are real sore.

 
There will be Jim 
Davis, not to mention 
Mother Goose
Cornelia Funke and of 
course, Dr. Seuss.

 
So come to the Book Fair, you’ll 
help Edison a lot
It’s all very cool and the books 
are so hot.

Just come to the Book 
Fair, it’s great if you do
And always remember 
that I’ll be there too!

By Beth Stein

This year’s Fall Family Fun Night (Tuesday, Nov. 14, 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.) promises to be more FUN than ever! 
All night long, we’ll have our traditional book Jeopardy 
game going in the library (start thinking about Spells 
and Enchantments, Favorite Pets, Imaginary Creatures, 
and Meatballs and More)! In another room, we’ll have 
UO student storytellers from all over the world telling 
tales. We’ll also have fun book-making crafts, puzzles 
for prizes (win a free book!), and, new this year, a Book 
Walk! Groove to our funky tunes and win some fun 
prizes. For younger siblings, we’ll 
have picture book story time in 
the same room as the Book Fair, 
so parents can shop. At the 
end of the evening, we’ll have 
refreshments in the cafeteria for 
everyone. Also new this year, 
we’ll be hosting a Zero Waste 
event! Look for the cool 
collection containers when 
you get your snacks. All 
of our serving items will 
be compostable. See you 
there!

New this year  
at the Book Fair
Donated (new) books 
By Rita Radostitz

Do you have a book that you received as a gift, or purchased 
and never got around to opening? We will have a special table 
at the Edison book fair where you can donate your new books 
(and only new books – maybe next year we’ll add a used book 
table). You’ll receive a tax-deductible donation and more space 
in your bookcase – and Edison will receive the proceeds from 
the sale of the book. A win-win situation!  Bring your books to 
the “community room” in the front office and put them in the 
box labeled “Donations – New Books.” Any questions? Email 
Rita Radostitz at rjradostitz@yahoo.com
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11 Easy 
Ways to 
Foster 
Compassion 
in Kids

by Denise Jessup, LMFT (with help from www.peta.org/
actioncenter/parents.asp and Vannie Ryanes at www.bellaonline.
com/about/workandfamily.)

In November and December our kids will be learning about 
compassion, those tender feelings we have when we are deeply 
aware of the suffering of another and want to help relieve it.

Here are some ways you can enhance the learning your child 
experiences at school:

1.	 Model compassion in the way you treat others. Allow an 
elder to get ahead of you in line; let another vehicle into 
your lane; show kindness to a child in the school hallway.

2.	 Demonstrate compassion to those within your own family, 
especially your partner! Our children are always learning 
from our behavior.

3.	 Show self-compassion. Refrain from saying things like 
“That was a stupid thing to do.” Instead offer yourself some 
grace with words like “I made a mistake that time but I am 
going to forgive myself.”

4.	 Share the newspaper with older kids and talk about what 
it must feel like to experience a tragic event, like becoming 
homeless after a tsunami.

5.	 Volunteer with your child: Take a 1-to 4-year-old on a visit 
to a nursing home; take a 5-to 7-year-old along to deliver 
meals to the homebound; let kids ages 8 and older collect 
clothing or supplies for homeless shelters; encourage teens 
to read to children in daycare or volunteer at the animal 
shelter; have the whole family make cards for hospitalized 
children.

6.	 Talk with your child about how kids who are different 
might feel, especially if they are teased or excluded.

7.	 Encourage compassion for animals by reading books that 
show animals as feeling individuals, such as Charlotte’s 
Web, My Friend Flicka, Blueberries for Sal, Frederick, or 
Black Beauty.

8.	 Don’t buy toys or allow computer games that foster 
violence towards people or animals.

9.	 During walks, pick up bottles and trash that can hurt 
animals. 

10.	Help tiny creatures that make their way into your home 
out gently. Encourage your child to do the same.

11.	Bring food for the Edison Time of Sharing! Involve your 
child by allowing her or him to help you pick out food to 
bring.

A Musical Gift
By Maurya Kaarhus

Edison 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade choir had a special treat 
last month — they had the opportunity to sing with 26 
men and women from a professional a cappella choir called 
Seattle Pro Musica. The choir was in town for a concert of 
American Songs at the U of O that evening, and had some 
extra time to visit Edison and share some of their music 
with us. Edison choir sang “Children of Peace” for them, 
and they liked it very much. We worked on vocal skills, like 
reaching high notes, and blending our voices.

The choir sang two beautiful songs for us, one by Robert 
Kyr, a composer at the U of O. Last, we sang a round, 
standing and all mixed together on the risers. 

Seattle Pro Musica is internationally recognized and has 
won many awards for their CDs and performances. We were 
very happy to have this chance to sing with them in the 
Edison music room!

By Maurya Kaarhus

During October, our students played drums in 
music class. The 4th and 5th graders had a special drum 
presentation given by Edison parent Doug Scheuerell 
and his 12-year-old student Tate James. Mr. Scheuerell 
teaches at the U of O school of Music and Tate attends 
Ridgeline Middle School. They played for us on tabla, a 
set of drums from India. These drums are very popular in 
India, but not as well known in America. The music was 
interesting, beautiful and expressive, and the students 
enjoyed it very much. Thanks, Mr. Scheuerell, for 
sharing your music with us.

Choir Notes: Important choir dates for your 
calendar 
Please note, there will be NO Choir on Nov. 1, because of 
parent-teacher conferences, and on Nov. 22, the day before 
Thanksgiving.

Tabla 
Drum 
Concert
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Financial/Fundraising Report: Tom Maloney and 
Sheri Engelbert. Volunteers are desperately needed on this 
committee! Sheri passed around a handout that explained 
the responsibilities of Funds for Free committee. We need to 
educate parents on how we can help the school by shopping, 
etc. We’ve sold 22 Chinook Books so far this year. They are 
for sale from Vicki in the office. We’ve sold $630 of Unique 
Eugene. It supports local shops and our school. 

Upcoming Events:
Fall Fundraiser: Hillary Johnson. The preparations for the 

coffee sales are almost complete. We received pewter scoopers 
from Tin Woodsman and we’ll give them out to people who 
buy more than $50 of coffee. (See related article.)

Book Fair: Lynette Williams. Tuesday, Nov. 14 is Book 
Fair. We are going to be open on Monday the 13th and 
Tuesday the 14th from 8:05 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. and from 
2:20 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. to preview and order. The UO 
bookstore gives us 25 percent of all book sales. There will also 
be gift certificates available to purchase from UO Bookstore, 
with the same 25 percent return. Teachers will make a wish 
list for books and parents can buy books to donate for the 
classes and library. If you have a title of a book you want 
to purchase or the name of series please contact Lynette by 
email (lynettew@willamette.net) so she can preorder and 
guarantee the books will be available. Lynette is looking for 
help on Sunday for set up and for mornings or afternoon 
to sell books. The book fair goes from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Rita 
Radostitz is donating new books she has to sell during the 
book fair. If others have new books to donate, please bring 
them to the fair. 

Fall Family Night: Beth Stein. Efforts are underway to 
make this a zero waste event with compost-able paper ware. 
We need adults on each event to volunteer half an hour to an 
hour. (See related article.)

T- Shirts: Leita Dzubay. Leita showed samples of tie-dyed 
t-shirts and of the silkscreen that could be purchased for $9. 
The suggested sales price is $12 for children and $15 for 
adults. (See related article.)

Site Council Report: Lynette Williams. Site Council is 
a group made up of teachers, classified staff, Tom and two 
parents. The group approved purchasing laptops for the 
teachers who did not previously receive one through the grant 
from the Department of Education. We have requested a 
grant for iPods so we can record books and compile playlists 
for children’s use in the classroom. A presentation will be 
given at the November Parent Council meeting concerning 
the survey taken last spring. It will give the results and analysis 
of the survey as well as the work currently being done at 
Edison to address the concerns of parents and students.

Committee Reports:
Power of Peers: Beth Stein. Volunteers and a leader are needed 

for the POP committee. Work will continue with playground 
partners. The committee plans to schedule a showing of the PBS 
special titled Raising Cain and make available a small packet of 
articles about raising boys in January. Power of Peers will also 
continue helping support the five characteristics by continuing the 
Toucan Times articles, peer flags, and by having people from the 
community who exemplify the 5 C’s come and speak with the kids. 
Kirsti Haugen said we can write for a grant from Teaching Tolerance 
for books which support the 5C’s. Please email Kirsti (haugen@4j.
lane.edu) suggestions for books.

Outreach: Kirsti Haugen. Committee members are needed. The 
Outreach Committee is responsible for gathering people to help 
with the various events held throughout the year. People are needed 
to make calls, talk with people and encourage them to get involved. 

Fitness and Nutrition: Leita Dzubay. This committee has its first 
meeting and discussed the following general ideas:
1.	Physical education and how to increase interests and options.
2.	Nutrition and school lunches. 
3.	Look at other school districts that have made changes in their 

school lunch programs.
4.	Articles in the Toucan Times about healthier options for snacks, 

meals, Phys. Ed., family hikes, screen time, etc. (See article in this 
issue.)

5.	Curriculum; what it is currently and can we tweak it? 
6.	Neighborhood grants might be available for making changes in 

schools that would also benefit the community.
7.	Do a mural on the outside of the back of the gym.

Kid’s Care: Susan Daniell. This committee has met a few times 
and have discussed three major projects:
1.	 School garden: The teachers do not have time to set up and 

manage the garden so it is critical we have parents closely 
involved in planning and carrying out the project. Karen Jacobs 
was involved in a workshop about gardening in the schools. She 
has a plan for starting a school garden. The committee will meet 
Nov. 30 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. and would like any parents who 
are interested to attend. 

2.	Hendricks Park work parties: The first was held in October; 
another will be held in the spring.

3.	Open activities like “winter sing” to the community, make 
more of an effort to publicize and lure outside community with 
refreshments.
Staff Appreciation: Kirsten Frazer. There will be food provided 

for the teachers on Friday, Nov. 3 and another event will be 
scheduled between Thanksgiving and the Winter Break.

Principal’s Report: Tom Maloney. The district is embarking 
on a strategic planning process. The first phase will be coming in 
February. The process is focused on unanswered questions on how 
they will best serve students based on enrollment changes. The 
general sentiment may be to maintain Edison and keep as is. There 
was a walk-thru of each school and Edison looked good. There 
could possibly be a significant retrofit inside of Edison. 

We are focused on reading, writing, integrating technology in 
the classroom and creating an environment where kids become 
great people.

Parent Council
By Vernae White
Following are highlights from the Oct. 
17 Edison Parent Council meeting: 
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Last May the 4J School Board adopted a School 
Wellness Policy that essentially puts some guidelines in 
place about which foods are acceptable in schools and 
which are not. The policy can be viewed in its entirety 
online at www.4j.lane.edu, but for everyday, practical 
decisions about food in school, following are some 
guidelines that Edison parents may find helpful.

  
1.	Foods given out by teachers/other school staff as 

rewards or incentives: 
“Foods of minimal nutritional value” are banned for 

this category (see the school wellness policy online file for 
the definition of FMNV). The superintendent is strongly 
discouraging the use of candy as rewards/incentives and 
recommends that even permitted foods be used with 
discretion.

To put this is real terms: marshmallows, taffy, jolly 
ranchers, lollipops, soda pop and all other FMNV that are 
essentially sugar water are in the banned categories. A snickers 
candy bar and the like are NOT banned but are highly 
discouraged. Yes, this is a loophole. Last year’s School Wellness 
Policy Development Committee recommended a total ban on 
food as incentives/rewards but the superintendent modified it 
to the current language. 

2.	Classroom celebrations: 
Soda pop, whether it is sold or given out, is banned, 

period, on school campuses during the school day. While 
any other food is permissible, teachers and parents are asked 
to consider the nutritional value of the foods that are offered 
to students during school hours. It was the School Wellness 
Policy Development Committee’s intent to focus on the need 
to improve the nutritional offerings to students during the 
course of the school day. The mantra is “make the healthy 
choice the easy choice.”

To put this in real terms: The Edison Staff strongly 
discourages parents from bringing cakes, cookies, doughnuts, 
candy bars, chocolate, ice cream or other sugary, high 
saturated fat foods to classroom/school celebrations. Parents 
are encouraged to choose healthy, low saturated fat, low 
sugar snacks similar to the foods included in the following 
Healthy Snack/Party Guidelines. Contact Tom if you have 
questions regarding Edison’s Health Snacks/Party guidelines. 
Contact your child’s teacher if you have questions about the 
appropriateness of a specific snack or refreshment.

Healthy Snack/Party Guidelines 

The following suggestions for healthy foods for 
snacks and parties was generated by the district and 
has been reviewed and endorsed by Edison’s staff:

•	Fresh fruits and vegetables
•	Canned fruits (preferably packed in natural fruit 

juices instead of syrups)
• Dried fruits
• Trail mix and granola bars (be aware of products 

that contain nuts or nut byproducts)
• Sunflower or pumpkin seeds
• Yogurt or soy-gurt
• Jerky
• Ritz (brand) chips
• Baked chips (be aware that baked Cheetos and 

Sunchips are higher in fat and sodium than other 
baked chip varieties)

• Salsa, guacamole and fruit salsa
• Whole grain cereals (be aware of sugar content)
• Whole grain or multigrain crackers
• Frozen 100% fruit juice bars
• Fruit smoothies (preferably yogurt- or sorbet- 

based)
• Whole grain and fruit/vegetable breads and 

muffins: banana, zucchini, carrot or oatmeal 
bread, bran muffins, etc.

• Quaker (brand) Multigrain Mini’s (Honey 
Graham, Cinnamon Sugar)

• Nutragrain (brand) bars
• Pretzels (low salt is better)
• Bagels (whole grain is better)

In general, it’s a pretty safe bet if parents stick to 
snacks that contain no hydrogenated fats, no high 
fructose corn syrup 
and no added dyes. 
Finally, the healthy foods 
committee recommends 
that classrooms limit the 
number of pizza parties 
to one per school year.

Twinkies or Soy chips? 

4J’s new school wellness policy:
What does it mean to Edison Parents?
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By Kirsti Haugen
Welcome to the Volunteer Corner, where you can connect 
with others in the Edison community and make a difference 
for our kids at the same time. Even if you’re simply curious 
about a particular activity or event, contact the Outreach 
Team (below), or the coordinators listed on the back of the 
Toucan Times, or check out the volunteer board in the front 
hallway. Ask your child’s teacher if help is needed. If you have 
a particular interest or skill and don’t know where it fits in, 
contact the Outreach Team to share your ideas. There truly are 
no prerequisites when it comes to helping out in the Edison 
community.

November Needs:
Fall Family Night and Book Fair: We need help planning 

activities, gathering materials, and setting up for the Book Fair 
and Fall Family Night. We also need help that evening to staff 
events and clean up. Contact Lynette Williams (lynettew@
willamette.net, 485-3960) to help with book sales, or our 
Outreach Team to help plan or staff Family Night fun and 
games.

Dean’s Beans Coffee and Cocoa Fundraiser: Help raise 
funds for Edison with our first-time coffee and cocoa sales.  
Contact Hillary Johnson (htjohnson@comcast.net, 345-5526).

Time of Sharing Food Drive (Nov. 27-Dec. 12): Help 
organize our annual food drive to provide for families during 
the holidays when their children do not receive breakfast and 
lunch at school. Contact the Outreach Team if you can help.

Ongoing Opportunities:
Room Parents: We still need a few good room parents, 

a head lice checker or two. Contact your child’s teacher, or 
the Outreach Team.

Kids’ Night Out: If your kids enjoyed the first Kids’ Night 
Out of the year, (or missed it!), help make sure that this fun 
event can happen again. It’s a great way to connect with 
Edison kids if you’re unable to volunteer during the day. We 
need one or two people to help plan these events (guidelines 
available!) and enough volunteers on hand for the evening.  

Financial Planning: Are you a financial wizard? Good with 
numbers? Got a crystal ball when it comes to investments? We 
need a diverse team of people to help chart Edison’s financial 
future so we can raise funds in a smart and sustainable way to 
support a high level of educational programming for our kids.  
Contact Tom Maloney (maloney@4j.lane.edu, 687-3284).

Funds for Free Team: Help Edison earn dollars without 
spending a dime. Current Funds for Free Coordinator Sheri 
Engelbert needs someone who’d like to learn the ropes and 

carry on this valuable program after her daughter Lindsey 
heads to middle school at the end of this year. Funds for 
Free includes Chinook Book and Unique Eugene scrip sales, 
eScrip, and collecting Box Tops for Education. Contact Sheri 
Engelbert (sheriengel@aol.com, 686-8099).

Down the Road:
February Silent Auction: We’ll need LOTS of people to 

offer and solicit donations for our silent auction. If you’re the 
outgoing and adventurous type, this may be your calling. If 
you have a special skill, a cabin or other get-away, or other 
creative offering, please let us know! Contact: Gary Powell 
(gpc-22@juno.com, 683-6503).

Valentine Family Night: This long-standing event coincides 
with our Silent Auction, and promises to be loads of fun. We 
need event planners, people to solicit materials and snacks, and 
people to set up, staff and/or clean-up the various carnival-like 
activities that evening. Contact Lynette Williams (lynettew@
willamette.net, 485-3960).

Ocean Week: Coming in March 2007, we need parents 
to help plan and carry out our week-long marine science 
extravaganza. Volunteers needed for overall planning as 
well as individual events that week. Contact Susan Daniell 
(sndaniell@hotmail.com, 345-7463).

Toucan Tales: Our school-wide anthology includes writing 
from every student. Contact Kirsti Haugen (haugen@4j.lane.
edu, 434-2416) if you’d like to help type, edit, assemble or sell 
this amazing book!

Volunteering is an excellent way to get to know our staff, 
other students and other families, and to make a difference 
where it really matters. We hope to hear from you soon!

Outreach Team:  Kirsti Haugen (haugen@4j.lane.edu, 434-
2416) and Rita Radostitz (rjradostitz@yahoo.com, 345-0711).

Site Council
By Tom Maloney

The following are highlights from the Oct. 10 Site Council 
meeting:

Technology purchase:  Tom reported that laptops were 
purchased for 11 teachers (those not on the TILT Team), for a 
total of $7,139. 

Mission statement:  Tom gave an overview of the work done 
on the mission statement from “past to present” and reiterated 
how important it is for our school to have a clear, dynamic, and 
working vision in order for us to move forward with our goals.  
Josh led an activity with Site Council to have each member 
restate the importance of what we have been doing and where 
we are going.

The following mission statement was adopted by the Site 
Council:

Edison Elementary School
Our mission is to provide an educational experience 
that prepares all students to be competent, 
compassionate, contributing members of the Edison 
Community and inspires global citizenship.

We need you!

Volunteer Corner
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	 Qty.	 Amount

Chinook Book.............. $20.00 ea.
Unique Eugene.............$10.00 ea.
	 TotalAttach your check made out to Edison PTA.
	 I will pick up my order in the Edison office.
	 Send home with my child. Teacher’s name____________________
	 Deliver to my home. Please leave it__________________________

Comments:

Edison Scrip Order Form (turn in at office)

Name______________________________________________	

Phone______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

By Sheri Englebert
Whether you are ready or not, the holiday shopping season 

is coming. Here are three easy steps that you can take that will 
benefit Edison’s fund raising efforts: 

First, be sure and register for escrip your credit and/or 
debit cards on www.escrip.com. It only takes a few minutes 
and registering means that Edison will receive a percentage of 
your purchases from registered shops (Market of Choice and 
Safeway). If you are registered, please make sure that your card 
details are up to date.

Second, if you are an Internet shopper, shop via one of two 
Web sites. By doing so a percentage of your purchases will go 
to Edison.. The first sight is once again linked to escrip and 
you sign-up at www.escrip.com. The second sight is www.
boxtops4education.com. Once you register as an Edison 
Booster, you can shop via the Web site’s links. It’s really easy. 
Last year four Internet shoppers generated $155 for Edison 
by using the box tops site! Between the two sites you should 
be able to find all of your favorite vendors. 

Third, consider giving a Chinook Book as a holiday gift to 
family and friends. The book is full of wonderful discounts, and 
gift recipients appreciate knowing that using it contributing 
to the kid’s school.

Help Grow 
a Garden
for Edison
By Susan Daniell

Do you like to work with plants? Do you have experience in garden planning, 
irrigation or composting? Is your child interested in being outdoors, digging in the 
dirt or learning about bugs, flowers and leaves? If so, mark your calendar to attend 
an Edison Garden Project meeting on Nov. 30 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Edison 
library. We’ll discuss plans for a garden and develop a time line to guide our work 
over the remainder of the school year. If you are unable to attend the meeting, but 
want to be involved, just complete the form to your right (copies will also be in the 
office) and leave it in the main office at Edison. 

The Kids Care Committee has already been laying the groundwork for a garden 
at Edison. Edison teachers were asked about their interest in having a garden at 
Edison. The responses were supportive, and teachers mentioned that a garden 
could help our children learn about science, nutrition, farming, math, language 
arts, art and poetry. Committee member Caryn Jacobs represented Edison at 
a recent School Garden Project workshop and brought back important and 
useful information about launching a garden project. One important message is 
that successful school gardens are supported by the efforts of students’ parents 
and families. Please consider contributing your ideas, talent and (a little) time 
to creating a garden that will enrich our children’s education. For information, 
please contact Susan at sndaniell@hotmail.com or Caryn Jacobs at caryn@
intervisionmedia.com.

I’m interested in helping out with 
growing a garden at Edison.

Name___________________________

Best way to contact_ _______________

_______________________________

Edison student_ ___________________

Teacher_ ________________________

I can help with____________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Thanks for your help!

Edison 
School 
Garden 
Project

Holiday Shopping Made Easy
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The Toucan Times
Editor: Beverly Mayhew, Layout: Kerry Lutz, Photography: Mickey Stellavato

The Toucan Times welcomes submissions of photographs, stories, and ideas. Please leave 
your material in the Toucan Times mailbox in the school office or submit text by email to 
bmayhew@ulum.com by the 15th of every month. Please supply your name, phone number 
or email address on all submissions. In the event of errors, please notify the editor so that 
we may make corrections. Please submit articles electronically, if possible, by email.

2006-07 Parent Council Members
(Grade of child in parentheses) *co-facilitators
Keri Aronson (K)..................................primitivecinema@yahoo.com...................345-2762
Sarah Bascom (1)................................sarahkbascom@yahoo.com.................... 686-2867
Louise Bronaugh (2)............................ louisebronaugh@hotmail.com ..................513-9159
Susanne Bryant (1)..............................susanneeb@comcast.net........................... 338-3181
Joan Bolls (K,2).................................... joanbolls@aol.com................................... 689-6959
Carrie Connelly...................................chc@speerhoyt.com
Karen Cooper (4,4)............................karenc@darkwing.uoregon.edu...............349-1049
Susan Daniell (2).................................sndaniell@hotmail.com.............................345-7463 
Leita Dzubay (1,4)...............................dzubayl@hotmail.com..............................302-1607
Theresa Elmore (1)..............................ktelmore6@msn.com................................. 683-4194
Sheri Engelbert (5)..............................sheriengel@aol.com................................. 686-8099
Kirsten Frazer (1).................................k.frazer@comcast.net............................... 683-9648
Kirsti Haugen (3,5)..............................haugen@4j.lane.edu.................................434-2416
Dave Hulbert (2)..................................oregonhulberts@yahoo.com................... 684-8028
Hillary Johnson (1,4)...........................htjohnson@comcast.net............................ 345-5526
Robin Latimer (1).................................rlatimer@summitproperty.us......................485-1254
*Tara Lucas (1).................................... tarasnumber@msn.com............................ 344-9205
Tom Maloney (Principal).....................maloney@4j.lane.edu.............................. 687-3284 
Kate McCarthy (1)..............................mccmarble@comcast.net..........................341-1456
Michelle Mikkelsen (4).......................mmikkelsen@msn.com.............................. 342-6958
Kelly Murray (3) .....................................................................................................345-0766 
Chris Naugle (1).................................cnaugle@earthlink.net............................. 485-7279
Lori Naugle (1).................................... lnaugle@bethel.k12.or.us........................ 485-7279
Nancy O’Brien (5)..............................nanobrien@hotmail.com.......................... 687-9393
Leslie Parsons (K)................................. lparsons@head-start.lane.or.us................ 484-0775
Cynthia Paterson (1,5)........................patersonfamily@msn.com........................ 344-6829
Dick Pfunder (5)...................................karenpfunder@hotmail.com......................485-6613
Rita Radostitz (4,4)..............................rjradostitz@yahoo.com............................. 345-0711
Summer Spinner (5) ...........................6spins@clearwire.net ...............................434-8341
Beth Stein (2).......................................bethastein@comcast.net.......................... 242-0798
*Jen Thoennes (2)...............................pighart@hotmail.com............................... 345-4970
Cathy Truax (4)....................................cetruax@comcast.net............................... 342-3244
Aimee Varnon (K)................................dwelch@uoregon.edu...............................342-3691 
Lynette Williams (4)............................. lynettew@willamette.net........................... 485-3960
Kathy Westervelt (3)............................mkrwest@qwest.net.................................. 345-3646
Vernae White (3).................................naewhite@aol.com

2006-2007 Site Council Members
Lisa Fragala (teacher).........................fragala@4j.lane.edu
Laura Twigg (teacher)......................... twigg_l@4j.lane.edu
Terry Martin (teacher).........................martin_t@4j.lane.edu
Nancy Whitfield (teacher)..................whitfield@4j.lane.edu
Cheryl Berke, (instructional asst.).......burke@4j.lane.edu
Tom Maloney(principal).....................maloney@4j.lane.edu.............................. 687-3284
Lynette Williams (parent)...................... lynettew@willamette.net........................... 485-3960
Mickey Stellavato (parent).................mickeystellavato@yahoo.com..................687-9718 

Volunteer activities Coordinators
Events
Fall Fundraiser (Sept/Oct)....................Hillary Johnson 345-5526, Leita Dzubay 302-1607
Student Directory (Sept/Oct).............Michelle Mikkelsen.................................. 342-6958
Health Screening (Oct).......................Katlyn Hoffman......................................... 683-7303
Book Fair (Oct/Nov)...........................Lynette Williams 485-3960, Robin Latimer485-1254
Fall Family Night (Oct/Nov)..............Beth Stein.................................................. 242-0798
Valentine Family Night (Jan/Feb)......Kate McCarthy..........................................341-1456
Project Fair (Mar)................................Rosette Lattimore....................................... 344-5275
Women’s History Week (Mar)...........Mickey Stellavato......................................687-9718
Toucan Tales Anthology (Mar, Apr)....Kirsti Haugen 434-2416, Nancy O’Brian 687-9393
Ocean Week (May)............................Susan Daniel..............................................345-7463
Jogathon (May)...................................Cary Hancock...........................................345-2180
Fall Picnic (Aug/Sept).........................Kirsten Frazer............................................ 683-9648
5th Grade Celebration (June)............volunteers needed

Services
Edison EEF............................................Peggy Hinsman 684-0076, Sara O’Dell 343-1214,
	 Gary Powell 683-6503, Rick Varnum 683-7641
Front Case Display..............................Kyla Resch................................................. 434-8343
Head Lice Checks................................Jen Thoennes............................................ 345-4970
Health, Nutrition, & Fitness.................Leita Dzubay 302-1607, Susanne Bryant338-3181
Kids Care (service learning)...............Susan Daniel..............................................345-7463
Library...................................................Tana Posey................................................ 687-3284
Newsletter............................................Bev Mayhew..............................................484-4143
Power of Peers......................................Denise Jessup.............................................683-7641
Funds for Free (scrip sales).................Sheri Engelbert......................................... 686-8099
Staff Appreciation Committee............Kirsten Frazer 683-9648, Robin Latimer	485-1254
T-shirts...................................................Leita Dzubay..............................................302-1607
Web Site...............................................Kirsti Haugen.............................................434-2416
Yearbook..............................................volunteers needed

Community Events
Nearby Nature

November’s Nearby Nature Quest: Feed the Birds 
Learn about migrating birds and make a feeder for birds who 
spend the winter here. Enjoy a family-paced hike, a snack, 
and a visit from a costumed Kinder Critter! Meet outside the 
Park Host Residence in Alton Baker Park (between the dog 
run and community gardens), on Saturday, Nov. 18 from 10 
a.m. to noon. The cost is $2 per person or $5 per family, plus 
a small donation is requested for materials. Pre-registration is 
suggested. Call 687-9699.

December’s Nearby Nature Quest: Snug As a Bug 
Discover how critters survive winter and make a beeswax 
candle to take home! Enjoy a family-paced hike, a snack, and 
a visit from a costumed Kinder Critter. Meet outside the Park 
Host Residence in Alton Baker Park (between the dog run 
and community gardens), on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 10 a.m. 
to noon. The cost is $2 per person or $5 per family, plus a 
small donation is requested for materials. Pre-registration is 
suggested. Call 687-9699. 

Science Factory

Magic School Bus Adventures 
Students in grades K through 2 can join with staff at the 

Science Factory for fun-filled adventures as the Magic School 
Bus as it drives its way through zany topics! Explorations 
will include lots of hands-on activities and science fun. This 
fall, the Magic School Bus pulls into the Science Factory on 
Wednesdays from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Magic School 
Bus programs are offered in three separate series, beginning 
Oct. 4, Nov. 1 and Nov. 29. Each series has three classes. The 
cost is $30 for members; $40 for non-members per series. 
Go to www.sciencefactory.org or call 682-7888 for more 
information or to register.

Science Adventures Workshops 
Students in grades 3 to 5 can join the Science Adventure 

Club and have the chance to do in-depth investigations. Club 
members will spend several weeks focusing on a topic, really 
getting to know their subject. Join the Science Factory for 
awesome projects and hands-on fun exploring science and 
technology! Wednesdays from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The 
Science Adventure Workshops are offered in three separate 
series this fall, beginning Oct. 4, Nov. 1 and Nov. 29. Each 
series has three classes. The cost is $40 for members; $50 for 
non-members per series. Go to www.sciencefactory.org or call 
682-7888 for more information or to register.


