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(rest of the) School Year at a Glance

December 3-December 14........ Time of Sharing Food Drive
December 12.........ccovvvineinenn. Compassion Assembly

December 14 ....12 pm Early Release, Staff Planning
December 18 Winter Sing

December 22-January 6............No School, Winter Break

No School, Professional Development
...Classes Resume

January 7
January 8

January 11... Kid’s Night Out

January 15 ... Parent Council Meeting

January 21 ....No School, Martin Luther King, Jr. observance
January 28-31. 4) School Choice Visitation Week
January 31 ...End of Semester

February L......ccoovinnineriniinennn. No School, Grading Day
February 5-26 ... Artist in Residence Program
February 4 No School, Staff Planning
February 6 ....Inclusion Assembly

February 18 ....No School, Presidents Day
February 25-29 ....4J School Choice Visitation Week

... 7th Annual Project Fair

March 7... 12 pm Early Release, Professional Development
March 7... Women'’s History Play

March 14 .... Spring Auction and Kids Night Out
March 19 .... Respect Assembly

March 24-28 .. No School, Spring Vacation

March 31 ...No School, Professional Development
April 11 ...No School, Professional Development
April 12.... Classes Resume

April 19.... Toucan Tales Anthology orders due
April 20 ... Earth Day Community Service Project
April 21-25.. Ocean Week

April 25 ... Ocean Week BBQ lunch

April 25 ... Kid’s Night Out

April 28 ....Jog-a.thon kick-off assembly

....28th Annual Jogathon
Jogathon BBQ lunch
12 pm Early Release, Staff Planning
Integrity Assembly
Café Alva Talent Show
...No School, Memorial Day

...Kinder Open House

No School, Grading Day
....5th Graders visit Roosevelt
...Edison Move Up Day

5th Grade Celebration
...Last Day for Students

June 16....
June 18

Dates subject to change; please check the online calendar throughout the year.

Edison Elementary
School School Head Lice
Procedures

Classroom lice checks by parent volunteers

Each classroom will have trained parent volunteers who
routinely check for head lice on the first Friday of each month. If
a new case of live lice is discovered at school in between routine
checks then parent volunteers will check the entire school as soon
as possible. e next routine check will occur within 30 days of
the ASAP check.

Response and treatment for live lice
« Parent checker notifies Vicki
« Vicki notifies the teacher and contacts parents
« Student remains in class until parent arrives
« Parent receives a copy of lice procedures with instructions for
treatment
« Parent takes student home for treatment
« Student is rechecked in the o ce upon returning to school
« Student returns to class if treatment was successful
« Student returns home if treatment was not successful
« School Nurse is notified after 3 unsuccessful rechecks

Response and treatment for nits only
« Parent checker notifies Vicki
« Vicki notifies the teacher and contacts the parents
« Student remains in school
« Parent receives a copy of lice procedures with instructions on
how to treat
« Student is rechecked in the o ce upon returning to school
« Student remains in school and parent is notified if nits persist

Parent Noti cation

A “Request to Monitor” for head lice information form will
be sent home with all students if live louse are found anywhere
at school. Parents are encouraged to check their own children for
head lice and are directed to some helpful websites. e discovery
of nits only does not warrant school wide parent notification.

Questions or more information
Please contact Vicki or Tom at 687-3284 or Kimmer Morrison,
South Region School Nurse, at 984-5827.

Ocean Week

Coordinator Needed

By Susan Daniell

Ocean Week is scheduled for April
21-25, and planning for this exciting week
will begin in January. Edison is in need
of an Ocean Week Parent Coordinator.  is is a great opportunity
to work with teachers, sta and parents to help schedule and recruit
volunteers for the creative and fun Ocean Week activities that
students will remember for years to come. Please contact Susan
Daniell at sndaniell@hotmail.com for more information about this
rewarding volunteer opportunity.

Thanks a Latte!

Although the final sales figures aren't
available yet, we are confident that
the co ee fundraiser will be a success.
anks to all of you who volunteered on this e ort as well
as to all of you who purchased co ee and other products.
Edison kids really know how to sell for a good cause!

The Toucan Times

Editor: Scott MacWilliams, Layout: Kerry Lutz, Photography: Mickey Stellavato
Staff Contributors: Kirsti Haugen, Tom Maloney

The Toucan Times welcomes submissions of photographs, stories, and ideas. Please leave
your material in the Toucan Times mailbox in the school office or submit text by email to
scmac@efn.org by the 15th of every month. Please supply your name, phone number or
email address on all submissions. In the event of errors, please notify the editor so that we
may make corrections. Please submit articles electronically, if possible, by email.
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Turn Your Key
Be Idle Free

Dear families,

e Environmental Protection Agency has identified unnecessary
vehicle idling as a contributor to air pollution and increased health risk
in our state. One of the worst areas for unnecessary idling is at schools,
as parents wait to drop 0 and pick up their children.

To illustrate this point, consider this: according to Airwatch
Northwest, just one vehicle dropping 0 and picking up one child
at one school puts, on average, about three pounds of pollution into
the air per month. Multiply that by hundreds of vehicles per day and
the risk increases for children to develop asthma and other respiratory
diseases. In addition, idling consumes more fuel than turning o and
on your engine, so it also costs you money.

We have included a fact sheet with this letter to give you more
information on the hazards of idling and to help illustrate just why
this issue is so critical.

Ouir district’s school buses do not idle while waiting for students
and we have updated or modified most of our bus fleet to lower
emissions and save fuel.

We ask that you become an active participant in improving air
quality and reducing health risks by minimizing idling when dropping
0 and picking up your child. is simple but critical change, idling
your vehicle no longer than 30 seconds, will drastically improve the air
quality in your neighborhoods and the air our children breathe while
being dropped o at, and picked up from, school.

| appreciate your consideration of this issue, especially in the
light that raising children seems to be getting more hectic with every
passing year. Please look for signs and other directions, requests and
encouragement at your school this fall on how you can help all our
children breathe easier.

Sincerely,

George Russell

Superintendent, Eugene School District 4J

Wonder
about

weather?

e district will NOT
make an announcement if
school is IN SESSION. e
district will either announce
that buses are on snow routes, that school is delayed two hours, or that
school will be canceled.

Parents have several ways to hear about weather-related school
closures in the Eugene School District. District-run radio station
KRVM-FM 91.9 will run school closure information regularly. Other
local radio and TV stations will also air closure information, although
the district cannot guarantee the accuracy of the message reported on
those stations. For closure information on-line, go to www.valleyinfo.
net. Whenever possible, weather-related notices will also be posted on
the front of the 4J web site, www.4j.lane.edu.

Students who ride school buses that sometimes use snow routes
have been informed of what to do when snow routes are in e ect. For
more information about snow routes, contact the 4] Transportation
Department at 687-3435.

R s

Did you know...idling is not an e ective way to warm up your car?
Modern fuel-injected engines don't need to be warmed up. Even
in cold weather, thirty seconds is all the idling your car needs.

We live in a stop and go worl&\Ve drive to and from work,
stop at the drive-up at the bank, take our kids to soccer practice,
pick up a quick dinner at a fast food drive up and run so many
errands. We often get stuck in tra ¢ or stopped at railroad
crossings.

While you are driving, be aware of how often you let the car
idle. Letting your car idle for more than thirty seconds produces
unnecessary pollution that contributes to poor air quality.
Excessive idling also damages your car engine.

Why Idling is a Problem

Emissions from cars are a major contributor to respiratory
illnesses. It’s not a surprise that cars are commonly idled at places
where people often congregate — schools, banks, drivethrough
fast food restaurants and parks. Children, the elderly, and people
with asthma or other respiratory diseases are the most vulnerable
to the harmful e ects of air pollution. Children are especially at
risk because their lungs are still developing and they breathe faster
than adults.

Studies in Canada have shown that there is a direct link
between poor air quality and increased hospital admissions,
respiratory illnesses, and premature deaths in urban areas.

Idling vehicles emit more pollutants than running vehicles
because of incomplete combustion from idling engines.
Incomplete combustion produces larger quantities of greenhouse
gases and other harmful pollutants. Excessive idling can also
damage your vehicle’s cylinders, spark plugs, and exhaust systems.
And, idling engines get zero miles per gallon, wasting gas and
costing you money.

And, if you think being inside your car when it is idling is safe,
think again! Sitting inside your car exposes you to higher levels
of carbon monoxide and other harmful compounds. e highest
exposure occurs where many idling cars are lined up...at your kid’s
school, drive-up windows, railroad crossings, and in heavy tra c.

Many people worry about the wear and tear on the car from
turning the engineonand o .

e truth is, frequent restarting has little impact on engine
components like the battery and the starter motor. Component
wear caused by restarting the engine is estimated to add $10 per
year to the cost of driving, money that will be recovered several
times over in fuel savings from reduced idling. e bottom line is
that over ten seconds of idling uses more fuel than restarting the
engine.

For more information about air quality in Lane County and
additional things you can do to protect our airshed, call the Lane
Regional Air Protection Agency at 736-1056.
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Jumpin’ .
Flash :
Drivesll!

New Portable Technology for Edison
By Scott MacWilliams

is fall Edison 2nd and 3rd grade students are using a small bit of new
technology in their classrooms. Alternately named jump, flash or USB drives,
they are small memory storage devices that hold digital files generated on
computers in class. e previous system of keeping student works on the 4J
district’s computer network had many problems.
“I see many advantages to using the jump drives,” said second grade
teacher Lisa Fragala.

“One is it avoids having to assign computers to students if they are saving
their work on the desktop—this was very confusing to both them and us last
year when we tried that. Also if a computer crashed students would lose their
work. | also prefer the jump drives because we are mobile with them—they
can be used on the laptops or in the computer lab if necessary. | know the 4j
server is an option as well, but isn't always available. Also it’s fun to introduce
kids to another element of technology and to see their working knowledge
and understanding of it grow.

“It's been fun and interesting to use these with the kids. First of all, they
think it is great that they get to use a flash drive. ey asked very insightful
questions about how they worked and what they were for and | could tell
they were really curious and intrigued.”

“ ere has definitely been an instructional component at 2nd grade. You
can't just give them a jump drive and they will know how to use it. So we
took time to teach how to insert them, how to open them, how to save onto
them, and how to close them. Many successes, but also struggles. | think this
year's 2nd graders will be much more comfortable with them next year in 3rd
grade.”

Her class has been using them to save ‘podcasts’ created in class.

“First they worked to record a mini interview about themselves and then
they also worked to record a poem that they have written. Students had a lot
of fun with the recordings and it has been great to have a place to save them.”

Fellow second grade teacher Nancy Whitfield also noted the ongoing
problems in trying to save students files on the 4J district server. Sometimes
they couldn't connect or the system would crash and lose their work.

“ e original motivation for going to the flash drives was because
of frustration with having children save to the server when working on
projects,” she said. “ e hope is to have a device that allows each student
to be able to work on any computer, regardless if they are connected to the
server.”

“I've not had much access to the laptops before this year so am trying to
give all children a chance to work on this style of computer. Many of my
students haven't worked on a laptop. Hand in hand with this, | am trying
to teach the steps to save to the flash drives. It has been laborious for lots of
reasons. But we continue to work on it with the goal of having a device the
children can use to save their work on any computer.”

e teachers haven't decided what will happen to the drives next year.

ey might go to the next grade with each student.

Previous problems in file saving were also noted by third grade teacher
Janine Zimmer-Berg.

“At this point of the year the children are learning the steps of saving their
files to the jump drives,” she said. “As we will be working on a variety of
projects the children will be able to save their work on their personal jump
drives. So the jump drive is kind of a ‘portfolio’ of student projects.”

SUNA Neighborhood
News

By Lauren Hulse

An Email Newsletter

Calling all South University Neighborhood Association
(SUNA) residents — we need your help. (e SUNA
neighborhood encompasses the west side of Agate St. to
the east side of Patterson St., the north side of 24th Ave. to
the south side of 18th Ave.)

We are trying to create a SUNA email-newsletter
(mailing list) to notify neighbors about local events, such
as SUNA meetings, alerts (e.g., recently there were several
burglaries on Harris St.), and other things of interest to
our neighbors. It will be cost e ective, environmentally
correct, speedy, you won't be able to tell who is on the
mailing list and your email address will NEVER EVER be
given to anyone else. Please send an email to Joan Dunbar
at joan_dunbar@attglobal.net if you would like to receive
our ever-growing SUNA e-newsletter.

A Little Light, Please!

Let’s light up our neighborhood and be environmentally
friendly at the same time!

Tired of walking in our neighborhood in the dark
or near dark? Why not make your porch light motion
sensitive and use a compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulb
to light it? You'd be making your part of our neighborhood
(and sidewalk) a safer and more easily navigated place for
our children, our friends and our neighbors alike!

ink about lighting up your alley as well. Prices for

porch lights that are motion sensitive vary — I'm sure
you could find one that fits your budget. EWEB (http://
www.eweb.org/) o ers incentives for installing energy
e cient light fixtures. If you are a customer of EWEB,
you can request up to 8 coupons for either $20 toward
an ENERGY STAR® indoor fixture or $10 toward an
ENERGY STAR® outdoor fixture by calling EWEB at
484-1125.

CFLs are very reasonably priced — check EWEB’s home
page for more information. I've talked with Mark Tu o at
EWEB and if you used a motion sensitive porch light with
a CFL and it was on for about an hour a night for 365
days, you'd be using about a dollar’s worth of electricity
a year. You can also look up installation instructions
at http://www.lightinguniverse.com/articles/article.
aspx?article_id=89
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Much Ado About MRSA?

A medical condition has been making news around the
country lately, because of its impact in some schools: MRSA
(Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus, a form of staph
infection).

MRSA is not uncommon, and is NOT considered
a potentially deadly communicable condition such as
meningococcal disease (another condition that periodically
causes concern in schools). Students can help prevent the
spread of the MRSA infection following some simple hygiene
steps like washing hands, covering wounds with bandages,
and not sharing personal items like towels. e school district
helps prevent the spread of conditions like MRSA by regularly
cleaning and disinfecting furniture and equipment that are
shared by students.

Read questions and answers from the Center for Disease
Control about MRSA in schools, including tips to avoid
infection. (www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dhgp/ar_mrsa_in_schools.html)

Edison Elementary School
Complies with Senate Bill 379

In June 2007, Oregon State Senator Vickie Walker
sponsored a bill-Senate Bill 379-that was passed in the senate
requiring all public school districts to provide education and
training for all sta , students and parents related to child
abuse prevention and compliance with the State of Oregon’s
Mandated Reporting law.

At the beginning of each school year, the Edison sta
members are reminded that they are mandated reporters of
possible child abuse under the Oregon Mandated Reporting
law. e law requires all school employees—as well as other
mandated reporters—to report incidents whenever there is a
reasonable suspicion that child abuse may have happened. e
law does not ask nor require school employees to investigate
and determine whether or not child abuse occurred. e
Oregon Mandated Reporting Law applies to all school
employees 24 hours a day, seven days a week every day of the
year. Failure to comply with the law could result in loss of a
professional license and/or termination of employment with
the district.

It is important for parents to understand when school
employees call the Department of Human Services to report
incidents of possible child abuse that sta members are
prohibited from informing the child’s parents a report was
made. Once the report has been made, the Department of
Human Services decides appropriate next steps and when and
how parents are informed.

e new law requires that students in grades K-5 receive
age appropriate training related to personal safety. Each of
the district’s approved Health curricula for elementary school
students contains age appropriate lessons related to personal
safety. In Health classes at Edison, students will learn their
rights to safe environments at home and at school. ey will
also learn about resources to whom they can turn for help
when they sense they are not safe. Some students may even
develop a personal safety plan they can follow if they sense
they are in danger. If you have questions about the Edison
Health curricula and its coverage of child abuse education and
prevention, please e-mail or call Tom or your student’s teacher.

“Once Upon aTime”
at Edison!

By Beth Stein

Imagine you have a group of 30 kids. Let’s say, for example, a classroom
of Edison students this year! ey are wild and wiggly and full of mischief.
Now imagine that you have to get them all to sit down, look in your
direction, and be completely quiet, but you can only use four words.

What would you say? s year, thanks to Edison’s new classroom
storytelling program, the magic words at Edison will be “Once upon a
time.” So what's this all about? Here’s the plan—every month, kids will be
visited in their classrooms by a di erent storyteller. Each program will
last about 30 minutes and will feature stories about di erent cultures and
di erent ways of looking at the world.

Stories will also highlight the themes of cooperation, respect, integrity,
compassion, and inclusiveness. Storytellers from all over the community
will be invited to participate. Our first storyteller (this writer!) visited
in November and is thrilled to report that Edison kids are an awesome
audience! Without exception, Edison students were wonderful listeners and
contributors to the storytelling program | presented in each classroom.

I look forward to inviting other storytellers to share their tales with our
kids this year. If you know a storyteller who might enjoy participating in
our program, have some storytelling talent yourself, or would like to help
organize the program, please contact me. | can be reached at bethastein@
comcast.net or 242-0798.

Time of Sharing Food Drive —
A Community Effort

During this holiday season many Edison families are doing everything
they can just to make ends meet.  is includes a ording the most
basic necessities such as rent, electricity and food. During the school year
many families depend on free or reduced meals through the cafeteria. During
the two-week winter break these much-needed meals are unavailable to
many of our Edison students. In an e ort to fill this gap, Edison families
and students will collect food and organize food boxes to be distributed to
interested Edison families

e food drive will begin on Monday, Dec. 3rd and continue through

Friday, Dec. 14th. Please send sealed, non-perishable food items to your
child’s classroom during this time period. We will incorporate the food drive
into our assembly celebrating Compassion on Wednesday, Dec. 12th, to help
our kids understand how we can actively help others who are going through
adi culttime. e following is a list of suggested items:

. Meals-in-a-can (stew, chili, soup)

. Dried pasta and rice

. Canned fruit and vegetables

. Hot and cold cereals

. Peanut butter

. Biscuit and pancake mixes, bottled syrups

Canned meat

. Grocery scrip (this allows the families to purchase fresh dairy products
and fresh produce). Scrip may be purchased in the o ce by filling out
a scrip order form.

9. Extra Chinook Books or coupons.

©~NOoOUTAWN P

Edison families interested in receiving a holiday food basket are
encouraged to call, e-mail or write a note to Will, Vicki, Tom or their child’s
teacher. On Wednesday, Dec. 19th, food boxes will be ready for easy pick
up at Edison or families may arrange to have boxes delivered to a more
convenient location anywhere in the Eugene/Springfield area.
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i |Parent
Council

Following are the highlights from the November
20 Parent Council meeting.

Public Input
Al Cooper from South University

Neighborhood Association (SUNA) shared

information about the new kiosk out front:

1. Information about a dedication ceremony
will be coming soon. We hope to invite
community members who were around
when Edison was built, to the dedication.
We would also like to make the dedication
an educational activity for the students.

2. ere are rules about what can be posted
on the board (no commercial information;
school events only.) If you have something
you would like posted, please submit it to
Tom for approval.

3. Due to some unforeseen costs, the project
went over budget. Edison will likely help
cover the cost of the deficit (a couple
hundred dollars) with money SUNA has
donated to Edison from past garage sales.

Principal’'s Report

Tom shared that there is a new, more
comprehensive law in Oregon regarding
reporting child abuse. Edison will be
including age appropriate information about
child abuse in each grades health curriculum.
(See article on pg. 10.)

4] is continuing to gather information
from the Shaping the Future survey. A couple
of Edison parents will help share perspectives
with the committee.

Edison is implementing a new head lice
policy. In addition to monthly checks, school
wide checks will be performed when live lice
are found, and all parents will be notified
and given information about how to monitor
and treat their children at home. Kimmer
Morrison, the South Region School Nurse,
will facilitate training with classroom head
checkers. (See article on pg 2.)

e bike shelter project has been a great
partnership between the UO and Edison
students and parents.  ere will likely be
grant money to help with building costs.

Edison submitted a proposal to purchase
Smart Boards and document cameras for
three more teachers, bringing the total
to seven classrooms outfitted with these
teaching tools. e 4/5 team received two
grants from Fred Meyer to support math, and
to buy globes.

Edison was also awarded two EEF grants
for a recording project, and to buy recorders.

4] is trying to reduce emissions from
idling cars. (See article on pg. 3.)

EVENTS

Book Fair recapHillary Johnson
reported that the book fair made
approximately $1600 profit. With the help
of a buyer through 4J, the money will be
used to purchase books for our school library.
Combined with remaining money from last
year’s book fair, Edison will purchase books
to support our cultural competency goals.

ere were fewer activities at Fall Family
Night this year and the consensus was that
it went just fine. We discussed ways to
encourage more parents to attend—perhaps a
musical performance by grade level.

Kid’s Night Out: Attendance was smaller
due to the long weekend. Quite a few people
signed up for eScrip.  anks to all the parents
who helped with the evening!

Co ee Fundraiser Orders were due Nov.
26th. If sales goes well, we may plan another
order in the spring.

T-shirts: Leita Dzubay reported that the
order form went home with students last
week. Our goal is that every student who
wants one gets one.

Spring Fling Tara Parrillo reported that
Laurelwood is tentatively booked for the
silent auction March 14th. e current plan
is to host a silent auction with dessert and
wine for the parents at Laurelwood and a
Kid’s Night Out at Edison at the same time.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Sta Appreciation: Tara Parrillo reported
for Lynette Williams that some recognition
and support e orts are underway.

Food Drive Look for ways to help during
the month of December.

Site Council ReportKirsti Haugen
shared that Site Council is working on
refining the Edison Decision Making Grid
and continuing work to support the new
Edison mission statement and this year’s
school improvement initiatives.

Cultural CompetencyRita Radostitz
shared that the cultural competency
committee is working to create a three year
school improvement plan. It will help us to
define cultural competency, find ways the
Edison community can foster and support
it, and help determine the role parents can
play in the process. A discussion ensued
around some ideas to address these issues
which included: parent education, class
presentations, panel presentations and parent
discussions, and peer theatre.

Student
Corner

Uriel

Funny, energetic, playful, mysterious,

Child of Mirtha

Lover of pasta, sushi, turtles,

Who feels sleepy in the morning,

Bored when friends are not around,

Playful when fishing,

Who fears friends moving away,

spiders, getting head lice,

Who would like to see his parents win the
lottery,

“Slugs at Sea” CD destroyed, Oregon win
March Madness

Resident of Eugene,

Strugo

From the walls by Room 14:

Orange

Orange is the sound of fall trees whistling in
the wind.

Orange is like the smell of good hot pumpkin
pie.

Orange is like the taste of good big popsicles in
the sweet summer breas.

Orange is like the feel of hot sun blowing on
my back.

— by Eliana

Blue!!!
Blue is like the sound of the zooming of a
speeding race car.
Blue is like the smell of a big juicy plum.
Blue is like the taste of a crisp blueberry pie.
Blue is like the feel of the crisp morning air.
— by Noah S.

Green

Green is like the sound of people telling jokes.
Green is like the smell of salty sea spray.
Green is like the taste of a fizzy soda.

Green is like the feel of slimy seaweed.

— by Austin.
Brown
Brown is like the sound of a furry puppy
barking.

Brown is like the smell of a bubbly root beer.
Brown is like the taste of a yummy soda.
Brown is like the feel of a nice brown puppy.

— by Willow

Blue
Blue is like the sound of a wolf howling in the
cold.
Blue is like the smell of Christmas Eve.
Blue is like the taste of a sweet blueberry.
Blue is like the feel of a cold wind.
— by Ben H.
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Student Corner
From the hall by Rooms 16 & 17:
My family likes to build crafts. — Greta

My family likes to take care of my bunny.
— Maya

My family likes to do math. — Roscoe

My family likes to do arts and crafts. — John
My family likes to go swimming. — Molly
My family likes to play Clue. — Evan

My family likes to see a black hole. — James

My family likes to play with my baby sister.
— Claire

My family likes to go to the beach. — Averly
My family likes to play in the sun. — Andrew

My family likes to work on the house.
— Myka

My family likes to rake leaves. — Miles

My family likes to trick or treat and eat the
snacks. — Samari

Soaladoab likes to jump on the trampoline
with his family.

Avery likes to play football with her family.
Zach likes to watch movies with his family.

Dakota likes to watch the sunset with her
family.

Youha likes to read with her family
Sasha likes to go swimming with her family.

Joey likes to watch the Ducks play football
with his family.

Emily likes to play board games with her
family.

Gavin likes to go camping with his family.
Tae likes to go swimming with his family.
Sofie likes to play with her family.

John likes to go on bike rides with his family.
Kiwi likes to go rafting with her family.
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= i #
Garden Boxes Planted and Sprouts
are UP!

By Susan Daniell

Stop by to check out what’s coming up in the garden! On Nov. 9 students planted “cover crop”
seed and winter vegetables including spinach, collards, tatsoi, and swiss chard in the garden’s
raised beds. After two weeks of some sun and plenty of rain, sprouts of crimson clover, fava beans,
Austrian field peas, and rye grain were already visible.  ese crops are known as “green manure”
because they add nutrients and organic matter to soil.  ese will help prepare the garden for
planting in the spring.

During these dark and rainy days, the Garden Committee is looking forward to spring and
encourages students to help plan for planting. A garden planning survey was distributed to students
in November. If your child(ren) didn't get a copy, you may pick one up in the o ce. Completed
surveys may be returned to your child’s teacher or to the o ce by Friday, Dec. 21. e Garden
Committee will host a meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the school library to discuss the
survey results and make plans for the spring. Students and family members are invited to attend this

important meeting!

Fundraising, EEF Grants, make a difference

By Zanne Miller and Rick Varnum

You bought books at the Edison Book Fair, registered your credit card
for eScrip, sold co ee and cocoa and took your student to Kids Night
Out. After all that you receive a letter asking for another contribution to
Edison. Where does all that money go? Good question.

is year the salaries of six Edison sta are being supported
through parent fundraising e orts. Funds support our Kindergarten
teachers, PE specialist, and reading and behavioral assistants. Parent
generated funds also supported technology integration. Smart boards,
20 computers on wheels with laptops and professional development
time help bring the latest learning opportunities to Edison classrooms.
More than $100,000 is being spent this year to supplement district
and state funding.

Where do these funds come from?  roughout the course of last
year, there were 23 di erent fundraising e orts. From “Funds for
Free” (Chinook Books, Unique Eugene, eScript and Box Tops) to
EEF (fundraising letters to parents and the neighborhood and EFT
donations) to the jog-a-thon, spring fling, on-line donations and many
others. All these e orts netted nearly $90,000. Last year was one of the
most successful years ever for Edison students.

e Edison Advancement Committee wants to thank all the
families who have given so generously. We recognize that many
families participate in more than one fundraiser throughout the year
and we value your involvement.

is year we have established a goal of $90,000. Funds are needed
to support one classroom teacher and our literacy, technology,
kindergarten and behavioral assistants. Technology Integration
continues. Ten more computers on wheels with laptops, a printer and
projector will be funded. School improvement projects will also be

assisted this year including a portion of the Five Trait CD project.

If you and your family have responded to the November parent
letter requesting a financial contribution, THANK YOU! If you are still
considering a donation, remember that your donation is tax-deductible.
It is also a great way to use your Oregon Kicker tax refund.

We also have great news: Edison students will have two new
opportunities to make beautiful music, made possible by two grants
from the Eugene Education Fund.

e first of the new programs will provide all students in grades 3,

4, and 5 with recorders. In past years only students in grades 4 and 5
learned to play the recorder and were required to buy their instrument.
Recorders were used only a few weeks of the year and students needed
to remember to bring them to school. With grant funds the school will
purchase recorders that can be stored at the school and used throughout
the year and many years to come.

e second grant-funded project is a CD of Edison students
performing music inspired by the study of Edison’s five interpersonal
characteristics: cooperation, compassion, respect, inclusion, and
integrity.  roughout the year students will assist local musician Rich
Glauber in creating and producing the Five-Traits CD. Each of the
Five-Traits units culminates in an all-school assembly where music will
be recorded for the CD. e CD will be professionally engineered and
available without charge to all students in May. e project will be a
reflection of the work the students have done throughout the year.

anks for making Edison such a colorful place to learn. As always,
if you would like to learn more about or get involved in Edison’s
fundraising activities, please contact one of us (zanne@mind.net or
jessupvarnums@comcast.net). Happy Holidays!
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Think About Edison When You Sihop

Did you know that you can earn FREE MONEY
for Edison when you shop on-line?

Earn Contributions of up to 16% for Online Shopping this holiday season!

1. Enroll with eScrip.com (if you are not already an eScrip Supporter)

2. Visit www.shopping.escrip.com
P 3. Shop at your favorite brand name stores and automatically earn up to 16%! - OR -

Download “AutoTrack” - a free software program that generates contributions on
purchases at hundreds of online stores you know and trust. You pay exactly the same at
exactly the same online stores; the only difference is you generate contributions of up to

v 16% in case you forget to visit www.shopping.escrip.com before shopping online!
J Participating merchants include: Gap, Hearth Song, Lillian Vernon Kids, Old Navy,
Target, Land’s End... Almost any store you can imagine!

You can also shop on-line through www.boxtops4education.com and make money for

-y, Edison while you shop.
~ Shop N-LINE foda//aﬁd@

Did you know that you can earn FREE MONEY
for Edison when you shop locally?

Here's four ways to do it:

eScrip

Register your credit, debit and grocery cards on the secure website www.escrip.com and
then shop at local participating stores including Safeway, Market of Choice and Office O
Max. A percentage is donated to Edison at no extra cost to you!

Chinook Book

Oo
You pay $20 for hundreds of valuable coupons for local and sustainable products and
businesses. Edison receives $10 for every book you purchase from the school. (- G‘
.

Unique Eugene

Purchase scrip in $10 amounts and use it like cash at great local shops including

Dot Dotson’s, Blue Moon Jewelry, Down to Earth, Eugene Toy & Hobby, Footwise

the Birkenstock Store, Greater Goods, Harlequin Beads & Jewelry, Newman's

Fish Market, Oregon Art Supply, Pacific Winds Music, Passionflower Design,

Paul’s Bicycle Way of Life, Rainbow Optics, Saturday Market, Smith Family Bookstore,
Sundance Foods and Tactics Boardshop. Edison receives $1 for every $10 in scrip you
purchase from school.

Albertsons
Register for a Community Card at Albertson’s customer service desk and have it scanned
each time you shop. They'll donate 2% of your purchase amount to Edison.

5/590&06’/1&)’—7@/‘ rocelies, 5(/;///
or gifis-and é dison wirs!

]
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By Beth Stein

1. Is it packaging-lightTonsider how much
plastic, Styrofoam, paper, and cardboard
packaging waste your gift will create. Count
the layers of packaging-wrapping paper,
outside plastic wrap, inside plastic wrap,
Styrofoam, paper, and cardboard.

2. Is it locally-made? ink about how much
fossil fuel it will take to get your present to

its recipient. Was your gift made in China or
grown in California? Or was it made or grown
nearby? e Holiday Market and local art
fairs are great places to find locally-produced
presents.

3. Is it organicZonsider the chemicals it
took to grow your gift. Give the Earth and
its inhabitants a break from toxic pesticides,
herbicides, and other harmful chemicals by
buying organic.

4. Can you put it in an envelop&Pesents
that fit in an envelope are trash-free! How
about a gift certificate for meal-making,
yardwork, housecleaning, or babysitting?

5. Is it second-hand&ll sorts of great gently-
used presents are out there waiting for buyers.
Little kids in particular don't care if toys and

A Green Gift Guide

is year, why not “green” your plan for gift-giving? Try to rid
your shopping list of waste, toxic chemicals and fossil fuels,
and add in some caretaking and nature appreciation. Below is a
checklist that will help you get started. For each gift you consider,
see how many “yes” answers you can get for the questions in
bold. Highest score wins! (Is it possible to get a perfect 10?!)

clothes are “new” or not. And dress-ups are
always a hit. And for adults, vintage, antique,
and unique are fun!

6. Is it needed®ive something from the need
instead of want list-firewood, a bike tune-up,

a grocery gift certificate, minutes on a phone
card, or quarters for the laundromat.

7. Does it celebrate natur&ilve gift
certificates for ski rental or fishing trips,
memberships with nature groups, hiking
books or maps, and gift certificates for youth
nature programs.

8. Is it greenNative plants for landscaping,
flower bulbs, garden seeds, and houseplants
make great earth-friendly gifts.

9. Did you make it?Jse items from your
recycling or from nature, food from your
summer garden, treasures you find at MECCA
(45 West Broadway, 302-1810), or sheets of
beeswax from GloryBee Foods (120 N. Seneca
Road, 689-0913) to make gifts.

10. Did you ride your bike, the bus, or walk
to buy it? ink about the millions of gallons
of gas that folks burn going shopping over the
holidays, and cut back on what you consume.

Lost & Found: The Monnn-sterr!!
By Scott MacWilliams

It all started simply enough. In September, a
single sweater was left there, looking sad and lonely.
Soon more came, a water bottle, then a lunch box
and lots of coats, sweatshirts, hats and caps. Worst
of all, they all felt ignored, rejected and neglected!
Before anyone could do anything, it was the....
Lost and Found Monster of the Downstairs Hall!!

It is growing by the day, threatening to suck in

unsuspecting children who might be on their way
to the cafeteria or the gym. But you, yes YOU!, can

help avoid the unspeakable. Just stop by while you are at
school and VERRRY carefully approach the Monster and

retrieve your belongings.
If you're quick, you'll be okay. But act fast, or the Monster
will seal 0 the hall!!
en Tom will have to call in the clothes miners to haul it to

ere they will be recycled to some
new families who will love and cherish their new coats, hats and gloves.
(Actually, any clothing left over winter break will be donated to the Natives Program.)

Giving Green
ReduXx

By Scott MacWilliams

Related to Beth's wonderful Green
Gift Guide, the good folks at BRING
recycling have been promoting ecologically
sensitive giving for several years now. ey
help host a gift-making workshop at the
Materials Exchange Center for Creative
Arts (MECCA) and last year came up with
a comprehensive listing of things we can do
to help our world this holiday season.

e twelve BRING gift categories

include Gifts Of Experience, with items
like theatre tickets or hiring a babysitter
for a surprise night out; Just For Fun,
where you could hire a singing telegram
or make homemade awards to the family’s
“goofiest,” “best cook,” etc.; and Hobbies
& Skill-Builders with a certificate for music
lessons or a craft center membership.  ere
are lots of creative ways to make and give
wonderful gifts that everyone will love. For
more ideas, you can look up their Fall 2006
newsletter on the BRING website.

One of the more astonishing quotes
I found on BRING's website was the
following:

”One of the more shocking measures of
our ‘prosperity is the fact that the United
States spends more on trash bags than 90
other countries spend on everything. In
other words, the receptacles of our waste
cost more than all of the goods consumed
by nearly half of the world’s nations.”

—Polly LaBarre in Fast Company,
“How To Lead a Rich Life,” February
2003.

On a related note, | was thinking about
finding locally made gifts for children for the
holidays. Like many local holiday shoppers, |
find the annual Holiday Market a great place
to buy wonderful locally made gifts.

But in my experience, it hasn't been a
great a place to find presents for children.
So | called the Saturday Market o ces and
asked to issue their vendors a challenge.

I told them I'd like to see each booth at

the Holiday Market o er at least one item
specifically for children. e lady | spoke
with was intrigued by the idea, and said it
would go out in the next weeks Saturday
Market crafters newsletter. | can hardly wait
to see the results.

Here’s hoping that each of you have a
wonderful and joy-filled holiday season
and that all of your hopes and dreams are
fulfilled in the new year.
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Community Events

Ice Age Flood

Museum of Natural and Cultural History

December weekends at 1 and 3 p.m., Film In the Museum  eater
Spectacular floods radically changed the landscape of the Pacific

Northwest some 17,000 years ago when ice age glacial dams near

Missoula, Montana broke apart and unleashed an inland sea.

Geologists believe this powerful flood was the greatest moving body

of water in the Earth's history. (27 minutes) http://natural-history.

uoregon.edu/Pages/exhibits.html

Dog Tale Time
Downtown Library
Every Saturday, 2 to 3 p.m.

For grades 1-6. Pre-register for 15 minute sessions to build skills
reading to trained dogs. Dogs and handlers courtesy of PAAWS’
(People and Animals Who Serve) Project READ. 682-8316

African Joy: First Friday @ the Downtown Library
Friday, December 7, 2007, 6 to 8 p.m.

Warm up a winter night with songs of Africa performed by the
City Singers a choir made up entirely of talented City of Eugene
sta ers. en, the vibrant Won Tan Nara Drum and Dance Ensemble
takes the stage with joyful dancing, acrobatics, and percussion to
energize and inspire all ages. Won Tan Nara’s artistic director and
featured performer is Alseny Yansane, a master teacher and 14-year
member of the world-renowned Ballets Africains of Guinea, West
Africa. FREE. 682-5450

First Family Fun Night
Petersen Barn Community Center
Friday, December 7, 2007, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Come to the Barn for a FREE evening of family fun including
games, activities and a light dinner or dessert. Bring friends and
family for some old fashinoned community fun. All ages welcome.

FREE Holiday Family Day and Open House
Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art
Saturday, December 8, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Come celebrate the holidays this year at the museum’s annual
holiday open house. Activities include photographs with the Oregon
Duck mascot, holiday card making with Japanese woodblock motifs,
listening to live holiday music, and creating gift wrap paper inspired

by contemporary artists of the Pacific Northwest. FREE. http://uoma.

uoregon.edu

Nearby Nature Quest: Simple Gifts
Saturday, December 8, 10 am to noon

Celebrate the wonder of early winter and make a simple gift to
take home. Enjoy a family-paced hike, a snack, and a visit from a
costumed Kinder Critter! Meet outside the Park Host Residence
in Alton Baker Park (between dog run and community gardens),
$2/person or $5/family. Pre-registration suggested, 687-9699. www.
nearbynature.org

The Nutcracker Short and Suite
Wednesdy, December 12, 2007, 4 to 4:30 p.m. and 5 to 5:30 p.m.

A beloved Library tradition: the Eugene Youth Ballet performs a
kid-size version of the classic Nutcracker. Travel the globe with these
dancers and dream of sugarplums all night. FREE tickets available 30
minutes before each show. 682-8316.

Science Ed-ventures: Exciting Experiments
Science Factory Children’s Museum & Planetarium
Saturday, December 22, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Put on your lab coats, we will discover how to make plastic, use
food to create a geyser, and find out if you can crush an aluminum
can using only air pressure! For grades 3-5. Call 682-7888 or visit
www.sciencefactory.org for for information.

Winter Break Camp
City of Eugene Recreation Dept.
December 24 to January 7, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sheldon Community Center

School may be closed, but we have loads of fun to keep your child
busy. Crats, games, sports, cooking and theme-related activities. For
ages 2 1/2 to 5 and grades K through 5th. Fee: $25 per day includes
all activities and two snacks. Call 682-5521 or www.eugene-or.gov/
recenroll.

Invincible Vince’s Magic Show
Dec 26, 27, 28 2007, 2 to 2:30 p.m.

Delight to fantastic feats and wonders perfect for ages 5 and up.
Sheldon Community Center. Contact Eugene Downton Libray 682-
8316 for more information. FREE.

No School Quest Day
City of Eugene Recreation Dept.
ursday and Friday, January 3 and 4, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Petersen Barn Community Center

is school year program will feature a special quest and activity
for grades K-5. Lunch, snacks and activity costs are included in the
fee. Scholarships are available. Fee: $30. Call 682-5521 or www.
eugene-or.gov/recenroll.

After School Mandarin Chinese Classes

January 15 - March 13, Tuesdays &  ursdays, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
O ered through UofO Youth Enrichment/TAG program. Meets

at Roosevelt Middle School. 346-3084. http://darkwing.uoregon.

edu/~tag/

Science Ed-ventures: Magical Science
Science Factory Children’s Museum & Planetarium
Saturday, January 19, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Can you make something levitate? How well would you be able to
fly on a broom? Make your own wand and perform many experiments
as we explore science in the wizarding world. For grades 3-5. Call
682-7888 or visit www.sciencefactory.org for for information.

YES! YEA! DAYS! Humans in the Night
Science Factory and Young Writers Association
Monday, January 21, 2008, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with aftercare
0 ered 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

A great option for students grades 1-5 on no-school days. We'll be
looking every which way at all things of the dark as we explore Night.
Register: Call the Science Factory, 682-7888.

Super Saturday 2008
Saturdays, January 26 - March 8

Join the University of Oregon’s Youth Enrichment/TAG Program
for the 26th Super Saturday! Super Saturday is an academic
enrichment program for advanced students in grades K-5. Partial
Scholarships Available. Meets at Holt Elementary. http://darkwing.
uoregon.edu/~tag/

December 2007/January 2008
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2007-08 Parent Council Members

(Grade of child in parentheses) *co-facilitators
Suzanne Algara-Sneed (1,2)... sneedsuzanne@hotmail.com
Keri Aronson (1) keriaronson@mac.com
Jason Aulicino (K). aulicino@uoregon.edu ...
Debra Austin (3) ..debraaustin@aol.com ....
Joan Bolls (1,3)...... ..Joanandpat@comcast.net ..

Louise Bronaugh (3). ..Lbronaug@uoregon.edu.
Susanne Bryant (2) ..susanneeb@comcast.net
Carrie Connelly (1).. ..chc@speerhoyt.com .......

Susan Daniell (3)..
Leita Dzubay (2,5)
Theresa Elmore (K,2)
Sarah Esser (K) .....
*Kirsten Frazer (K,2)
Jenny Gordon (2).
Laura Gordon (3)
Kirsti Haugen (4)
Dena James (K, 2,3).
Hillary Johnson (2,5)
Heidi Laws (1)
Jennifer Luria (2)

..sndaniell@hotmail.com ..
..dzubayl@hotmail.com ...
..tmelmore@comcast.net ..
..sarah_esser@yahoo.com
..k.frazer@comcast.net .....
..drjennifergordon@aol.com
laura.gordon@comcast.net
haugen@4j.lane.edu
..doctordjames@msn.com
..htjohnson@comcast.net ..
hpfunder@yahoo.com

...6837325

345-2762
510-1279

.686-9454

689-6959

.513-9159
.338-3181
.342-4511
.345-7463
.302-1607
.683-4194

359-2539
683-9648

.345-7130
....505-8386

434-2416
6875206
3455526

jenniferluriaharbur@yahoo.com..... 503-737-9922

Lisa MacMaster (K,3) .. ..lisa-mac2004@msn.com .... ... 485-3786
Tom Maloney (Principal).. ..maloney@4j.lane.edu..... 687-3284
Kate McCarthy (2) ....... ..mccmarble@comcast.net ... .341-1456
Stephanie McLaughlin (K,1) ..mclaughlin.stephanie@gmail.com .513-8507
Michelle Mikkelsen (K,5). ..mmikkelsen@att.net ... 3426958
Christy Monson (K,4)... ..themonsoons@gmail.com .. .503-551-6179
Chris & Lori Naugle (2) .. ..cnaugle@comcast.net ... ...4857279
*Tara Parrillo (K, 2).. ..tarasnumber@msn.com .. 3449205
Cynthia Paterson (2). ..patersonfamily@msn.com .. 344-6829
Rita Radostitz (5, 5).. ..fjradostitz@yahoo.com .. 3450711
Ron Renchler (3 ..christyandron@qwest.net 345-0834
Beth Stein (3) bethastein@comcast.net ....

Sydney Stringer (2,5)
Jen Thoennes (3)...
Aimee Varnon (1).
Lynette Williams (5)..

darin@irmforestry.com ...
..pighart@hotmail.com .
..dwelch@uoregon.edu ...
lynettemwilliams@gmail.com

Vernae White (K,4) ...c.ooevverniernnninn: naewhite@aol.com
2007-08 Site Council Members
Polly Moak (teacher)..........cccoueeneenee moak@4j.lane.edu

Carrie Ann Naumoff (teacher)
Kathleen Rockwell (teacher)
Laura Twigg (teacher).......
Tom Maloney(principal) ..
Lisa King (parent)......
Kirsti Haugen (parent)..

Volunteer activities Coordinators

Events
Fall Picnic (Aug/Sept)

..naumoff@4j.lane.edu
..rockwell@4j.lane.edu
..twigg_l@4j.lane.edu

..maloney@4j.lane.edu. ...
..pking9@mac.com....
haugen@4j.lane.edu...

Student Directory (Sept/Oct)
Health Screening (Oct 2008)........... volunteers needed
Book Fair (Oct) ..Lynette William

Beth Stein .
Jen THOBNNES ...
..volunteers needed

Fall Family Night (Oct).
Fall Fundraiser (Nov/Dec)...
Project Fair (Mar)...........c.....
Women'’s History Week (Mar) ..Mickey Stellavato
Toucan Tales Anthology (Mar) ..Kirsti Haugen
Spring Fling (APr) ......ccveeeveeeneinnes volunteers needed

Café Alva (May) Cynthia Paterson ...
Ocean Week (May). ..volunteers needed
Jogathon (May).... ..Michelle Mikkelsen

5th Grade Celebration (June).. Leita Dzubay 302-1607, Hillary Johnson
Services
Chinook Book Sales..........cccccouvnes Kate McCarthy....

Classroom/Volunteer Coordinator....Tara Parrillo...
Cultural Competency Committee ......Rita Radostitz
Edison EEF/Advancement.... ..Zanne Miller ....
Front Case Display .......
Funds for Free (e-scrip).
Garden Project..
Head Lice Checks.

Health, Nutrition, & Fitness ..

Library.......

Newsletter

Playground Partners ...........c.ccoueerneenee volunteers needed
Staff Appreciation Committee . ..volunteers needed
T-shirts ....... ..Leita Dzubay ...
Web Site... Kirsti Haugen...
YearbOoOK ... volunteers needed

255-2611

...687-3284

683-8025
434-2416

683-4194

...342-6958

....485-3960
... 242-0798

345-4970

.687-9718

434-2416

344-6829

3426958
345-5526

.338:3181
687-3284
... 344-6626

Dec. ‘O7/Jan. ‘O8 calendar

Dec. 3to 14
Sat., Dec. 8

Tues., Dec. 11

Wed., Dec. 12
Fri., Dec. 14

Tues., Dec. 18

Wed., Dec. 19

Thurs., Dec. 20
Dec. 22 to Jan. 6
Mon., Jan. 7
Tues., Jan. 8

Fri., Jan. 11

Tues., Jan. 15

Tues., Jan. 15

Mon., Jan. 21

Tues., Jan. 22

Jan. 28 to 31
Thurs., Jan. 31
Fri., Feb. 1
Mon., Feb. 4
Feb. 5-26

Time of Sharing Food Drive

Community Service Project
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Hendrick Park

Site Council Meeting
3 to 4 pm in the Staff Room

Compassion Assembly

Early Release
12 noon release for staff planning day

Winter Sing
7 to 8 pm in the Gym

Parent Council Meeting
6:30 to 8:30 pm in the Library

2nd Grade Fieldtrip to Salem

NO SCHOOL, Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, Professional Development
Classes Resume

Kid’s Night Out
6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Gym

Site Council Meeting
3 to 4 pm in the Staff Room

Parent Council Meeting
6:30 to 8:30 pm in the Library

NO SCHOOL
Martin Luther King, Jr. observance

Garden Committee Meeting, everyone welcome
6:30 p.m. in the Library

4] School Choice Visitation Week
End of Semester

NO SCHOOL, Grading Day

NO SCHOOL, Staff Planning Day
Artist in Residence Program

Parents-enjoy a night on your own
while your kids have fun at school.

$5 per child suggested donation

at the door
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