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Dear Edison Families,

Invest in Edison 
The Edison Community has a long and successful tradition 

of raising funds to support P.E., music, literacy, extended 
kindergarten and several new technology related initiatives. An 
educational program that emphasizes extended kindergarten, 
health and fitness, music and the arts, literacy and technology 
for all students requires a level of funding that goes beyond the 
current formula for basic school support. 

The Edison Advancement Committee and Parent Council 
are working hard to raise funds for the 2008-2009 school 
year. Their goal is simple. Raise $90,000 for the 2008-2009 
school year. We hope to reach our goal by providing numerous 
opportunities for Edison families to donate during the school 
year. Direct donations to Edison or EEF, e-Scrip, coffee sales, 
the spring fling raffle and the jogathon are a few of the ways 
Edison families can donate to their school. 

Please contact Zanne Miller, Tara Parrillo or Rick Varnum if 
you have questions or creative ideas to help us reach this years 
fundraising goal.

School Choice Reminder
Edison families who do not reside in the Edison attendance 

area must submit a School Choice Request form for new 
incoming students for the 2008-2009 school year. 

A New Librarian This Spring
I am pleased to welcome Debbie Diedrich as our new part 

time librarian in February. Debbie completed her student 
teaching in Karen Johnston’s classroom and is on her way 
to what promises to be a very successful career in teaching. 
Debbie will teach library and research skills but more 
importantly she will help instill a love for literature to students 
in grades K-5. Debbie will teach her classes in the library on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.	 —Tom

Calling all Neighborhood  
2008 – 2009 Kinders!

If you know families in the Edison School district who 
have children ready to start Kindergarten next fall, please 
encourage them to come to Edison and enroll their child 
as soon as possible. The earlier we know the enrollment 
from our neighborhood, the better we can forecast the 
number of transfer students to take. And remember to tell 
the new parents what a great school Edison is! Thanks for 
your help.
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The Toucan Times
Editor: Scott MacWilliams, Layout: Kerry Lutz, Photography: Mickey Stellavato 
Staff Contributors: Kirsti Haugen, Tom Maloney

The Toucan Times welcomes submissions of photographs, stories, and ideas. Please leave 
your material in the Toucan Times mailbox in the school office or submit text by email to 
scmac@efn.org by the 15th of every month. Please supply your name, phone number or 
email address on all submissions. In the event of errors, please notify the editor so that we 
may make corrections. Please submit articles electronically, if possible, by email.

(rest of the) School Year at a Glance
February 1...................................No School, Grading Day
February 4...................................No School, Staff Planning
February 5-28..............................Artist in Residence Program
February 6................................... Inclusion Assembly
February 15.................................Give Kids A Smile Day
February 15.................................Hearing Screening
February 15................................. Report Cards Home 
February 18.................................No School, Presidents Day
February 20................................. Immunization Exclusion Day 
February 25-29...........................4J School Choice Visitation Week
Tues., Feb. 26............................... Project Fair Registration Form Due

March 4........................................7th Annual Project Fair
March 7........................................12 pm Early Release, Professional Development
March 7........................................Women’s History Play
March 14..................................... Spring Auction and Kids Night Out
March 19..................................... Respect Assembly
March 21 ....................................Deadline for School Choice 
March 24-28...............................No School, Spring Vacation
March 31.....................................No School, Professional Development

April 11.........................................No School, Professional Development
April 12.........................................Classes Resume 
April 19......................................... Toucan Tales Anthology orders due 
April 20........................................ Earth Day Community Service Project
April 21-25...................................Ocean Week
April 25........................................Ocean Week BBQ lunch
April 25........................................Kid’s Night Out
April 28........................................ Jogathon kick-off assembly

May 9...........................................28th Annual Jogathon 
May 9........................................... Jogathon BBQ lunch
May 9...........................................12 pm Early Release, Staff Planning
May 14......................................... Integrity Assembly
May 22........................................Café Alva Talent Show
May 26........................................No School, Memorial Day

June 4...........................................Kinder Open House
June 13.........................................No School, Grading Day
tba.................................................5th Graders visit Roosevelt
tba................................................. Edison Move Up Day
June 16.........................................5th Grade Celebration
June 18......................................... Last Day for Students
Dates subject to change; please check the online calendar throughout the year.

Project 
Homeless 
Connect 
on Feb. 7

By Sophia McDonald

If your family is homeless or facing homelessness, you 
are invited to a unique event to help connect you with basic 
services and benefits. Project Homeless Connect will be held on 
Thursday, February 7th from 9 am to 3 pm at the Lane County 
Fairgrounds, 13th and Jefferson Streets in Eugene. 

Homelessness is defined as anyone living in a friend or family 
member’s home; living in housing that is not safe or in very poor 
condition; or living in a shelter, on the street, or in a car or other 
vehicle. If you fit any of these definitions or are in need of basic 
services, please join us on February 7th. Services at the event will 
include: 

•	Basic medical, dental, and eye check-ups 
•	 Information about housing, benefits, employment services, 

and energy assistance programs 
•	 Legal assistance 
•	Hot food and drinks 
•	Bicycle repair 
•	 Face painting 
•	Haircuts 
•	Giveaways of items such as hygiene supplies, socks, diapers 

and pet supplies

Help by Volunteering
If you would like to help your neighbors who are homeless, 

consider volunteering at the event. There is a need for people of 
all ages and skill levels. To volunteer, go to www.unitedwaylane.
org and click on “Volunteer Connection.” 

We can also use in-kind donations of items to help people 
meet their basic needs, such as:

•	 coats
•	 hats
•	 scarves
•	 gloves
•	 new socks and underwear, 
•	 hygiene products and 
•	 sleeping bags 
Donations can be dropped off at any St. Vincent de Paul 

location and must be clearly labeled “Project Homeless Connect.” 
A more complete list of services is available at www.homeless 

connect.org. For more information about the event contact 
Sophia McDonald at (541) 682-3770 or sophia.mcdonald@
co.lane.or.us.

Completed School Immunization 
Records Due

Immunization Exclusion Day is Wednesday, February 20, 2008 for 
this school year. This means that your student’s school immunization 
record must be up to date with all required immunizations in order to 
stay in school.

Letters were mailed if your student is missing immunizations. 
Please return these letters with the dates of shots that were given. For 
questions or a duplicate letter, please leave a message for the health 
clerk or school nurse at your child’s school. Kimmer Morrison, RN, is 
Edison’s school nurse and her pager number is 984-5827.

If you lack health insurance or financial resources to pay for needed 
shots please contact the South Eugene Clinic, at South Eugene High 
School, 687-3209. They are available for immunizations, sick and 
well care for all 4J students and their younger siblings. (See contact 
information below for other clinics.) 

Always take your child’s immunization records to medical 
appointments. Another option is the Wednesday morning walk-in 
immunization clinic at the Lane County Health Department located 
at 6th and Oak.

School Clinics and phone numbers:
Churchill Clinic, 687-3233        North Eugene Clinic, 687-3271
Sheldon Clinic, 687-3345        South Eugene Clinic, 687-3209



February 2008   � 

Toucan Times

Smart Ways to 
School
By Lisa VanWinkle

Free services provided by Smart Ways to School can help with 
school transportation!

•	 Save Money and Time by Carpooling 
•	 Get a Group to Walk or Bike Together

Carpool
Smart Ways to School’s free SchoolPool service connects families who want 

to carpool to the same school. You’ll receive a match list of other registered 
SchoolPool families whose students live near you. Register online at www.swts.
ltd.org or call 682-6212 to request a form.

Walk or Bike
We can help you connect with families near you to walk or bike together 

to the same school. Your group would follow a planned route and could add 
more students along the way.  If appropriate, parent volunteers could choose to 
accompany students. Globally, it’s called a “walking (or bicycling) school bus.” 
Call 682-6212 to get connected.

Oregon Safe Routes to School Funding
Funding is available for elementary and middle schools to promote walking 

and bicycling to school through education, encouragement, enforcement, and 
traffic engineering. Three local schools have already earned funds: Monroe 
Middle School, Roosevelt Middle School, and Thurston Elementary School. 
Visit the Oregon Safe Routes to School website at www.oregon.gov/ODOT/
TS/saferoutes.shtml for more information. You can also contact Smart Ways to 
School at 682-6212.

Ola!  
A Mucho Gusto 
Fundraiser!

How would you like to take the whole family out for a delicious Mexican 
dinner and help Edison School at the same time? Well, we have just the ticket! 

Jane and Jim West, Edison parents and owners of Mucho Gusto restaurants 
are inviting Edison families to dine at Mucho Gusto on February 24th, 25th   
and 26th. A full 25% of all proceeds will be donated to Edison School. 

Excellent food, no cooking or dishes and you help your school. What a deal!
During the fundraising period, you must present an Edison voucher for each 

visit to ensure that your purchase is credited to Edison. Vouchers will be sent 
home with the kids before the event, so be sure to check those backpacks!

Kid’s meals are $4.75 and adult entrées range from $4.75 to $7.75. Mucho 
Gusto is located at 67 Oakway Center, near Starbucks, and at 1079-B Valley 
River Way, across the street from the mall between the Starbucks and the stereo 
store. Their phone number is 302-2325, and hours are 11 am to 8 pm.  
Thanks, Jim and Jane!!

Women’s 
History 2008

Mark your 
calendars!  
This Year’s 

Performance will 
be held Friday, 

March 7th
Edison has a long-standing tradition known as The 

Women’s History Play. It is written and performed by 
the 5th grade girls every year, in honor of International 
Women’s Day (March 8th). This year’s performance is 
shaping up to be another stellar show. Come out and 
support our girls and learn about amazing women who 
have changed the world!

For those of you who would like to be involved there 
are many things you can do other than acting. Parents 
and guardians of 5th grade girls can get involved, 
too! Contact Mickey Stellavato at 687-9718 or email 
mickeystellavato@yahoo to find out more information 
about this awesome annual event.

Who will take up the 
reigns?

Women’s History 2009 
needs a new Director!  

Interested persons should contact Mickey Stellavato 
at 687-9718 or email mickeystellavato@yahoo.
com. This is a rare occasion for a parent or guardian 
to connect with 5th grade girls in a creative and 
educational environment. The girls love this experience 
and it’s fun, too! Theatre rocks!
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Lucy Writes Again!
Edison Alum LIkes What 
She Reads! 
From: Lucy Hart, Edison Class of 1950
Date: December 6, 2007 	
To: Kirsti Haugen 
Subject: Student Projects

Dear Kirsti:
Thank you very much for sending me two splendid examples 

of student graphic arts work from Edison Elementary School. I 
read “Toucan Tales” with great interest and found the “imagine” 
poems and the poem “Inclusion” by Harper J. to be particularly 
thoughtful work.

I read David R’s story about his pet cat, Lucy. I laughed when 
I read one of the lines, which pretty well describes me, “Lucy eats 
too much and when her stomach sags it slows her down and so she 
is lazy,”!!

I was surprised to learn from Delainey M’s “If You are Not 
from Edison” that the students call their teacher by their first 
names. When we went to school it was always “Mrs. Thorpe, Mrs. 
Woodson, Mrs. Young and Mr. Fink” (that was really his name). 
Apparently when we went to school it was a more formal.

The November Edition #1 of the Edison Light Bulb was very well 
done and I was impressed with variety of articles, fun games, and 
book reviews. I thought the layout was very professionally done and 
a credit to your after-school publishing program. I might interest 
you to know that when I was in the 4th grade at Edison there was 
a contest to name our school newspaper. There were lots of names 
submitted but I was pleased to know that the name I submitted 
won. That name was “The Edison Light”. Small world. huh?

I note that your school mascot is in fact not a light bulb but is a 
toucan. I am a volunteer at the Woodland Park Zoo here in Seattle 
and we have several toucans. If you would like a digital photograph 
of a toucan just let me know and I will take my camera with me 
the next time I am at the zoo.

Again thank you very much for your nice note and the student 
work. It was fun to read it.

Lucy Hart
Seattle, WA

PS. Here is a photo of me standing with a group of students from 
Bombay, India. Notice that they wear uniforms. They find North 
Americans to be unusual and want their photos taken with them. 
We felt like movie stars. I am going to southern India next month 
for three weeks and hope to see more students and if I am very 
lucky a Bengal tiger!

Edison Garden News
By Caryn Jacobs

First off, many thanks to all of the students, teachers and parents 
who completed the garden survey. In all, we had 96 surveys returned 
and the results have been tallied. I’m amazed at the vast number of 
fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowering plants that were listed in the 
surveys. 

There were also lots of creative ideas mentioned, ranging from 
composting, having a fountain, to garden art and ideas about planting 
plants in the front of the school. You can find the full list of survey 
results posted in the school garden section on the community bulletin 
board in the front hall. The list is long and there were a lot of great 
ideas represented. 

When deciding what will be planted, we will look at what does 
and doesn’t grow well here in the Willamette Valley, native plants to 
cultivate and invasive plants to avoid, and the timing of the harvest. 
Ideally it would be nice to be able to harvest in the spring before 
summer break or in the fall when we return to school. 

Please join us in helping to plan what we plant. Look for garden 
meeting announcements in the school and on Edison’s website. The 
Garden Committee usually meets monthly at 6:30 p.m. in the Library 
on the Tuesday of the week following the Parent Council Meeting. 

Everyone is welcome! Meeting minutes from the January 22nd 
meeting will be posted on the garden bulletin board. Please contact 
Susan Daniell (sndaniell@hotmail.com) or Caryn Jacobs (caryn@
intervisionmedia.com) if you have any questions. Happy gardening!

Jen Berglund 
Leads Ocean Week 
2008: Calling All 
Volunteers!

By Susan Daniell

Can you hear the sound of the surf yet?
Mark your 2008 calendars to join in the fun during this year¹s 

Ocean Week activities during the week of April 21-25. Ocean Week 
is a Spring tradition at Edison, when the entire school celebrates the 
marine sciences with special activities, field trips, and habitat studies. 

Many volunteers are needed to help make the week a success, so 
keep an eye out for an announcement in the March Toucan Times. 
Edison is fortunate to have Jen Berglund volunteer to coordinate 
Ocean Week activities this year. A parent and an Edison teacher on 
maternity leave, Jen has been a member of the Ocean Week planning 
committee for several years. Thank you, Jen!
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The Seventh Annual 
Edison Project Fair Is 
Coming on March 4th!
By Lisa von der Heydt

Calling all students. Get your creative juices flowing! 

It’s time to start dreaming up project ideas. The Project Fair Official Guidebook 
and registration will soon be coming home. Have fun cogitating, investigating and 
creating. Let’s see what you come up with!

Remember to get your completed registration forms turned in by February 26th. 
As in years past, display cardboard will be available for a nominal fee. The projects 
themselves need to be submitted on March 4th, before school in the gym. They will 
be on display to students during the day of March 4th. Then, later that evening, plan 
to stroll through the large gallery of projects in the gym during the family viewing 
time, from 7 to 8 pm.  Meet the creative minds behind the masterpieces. Question 
the artist; compliment the scientist. It’s a great time for all participants to be proud of 
their work and to show off their accomplishments. We hope to see all of the Edison 
community there to show support and encouragement.

Questions? Call or e-mail Lisa von der Heydt (338-0041, lvdheydt@hotmail.com).

Does Anything Look Familiar??
By Scott MacWilliams

If you look carefully, you will see something very familiar in this 
picture from 1927, likely taken in the summer. It looks west across 
south Eugene from up on the hill that leads to Hendricks Park. Can 
you see it yet? If you look just to the left of center, you can make out 
Edison Elementary, when it was all of one year old! It is amazing how 
few houses there are around it back then. The closest street that is 
parallel to the bottom of the picture is Agate. The wide lane that runs 

across the middle of the photo is 22nd street, and University Street 
is visible going across the middle of the shot. College Hill is faintly 
visible in the distance. 

Thanks to the South University Neighborhood Association 
for sending us a copy of the photo from their collection. What a 
difference 80 years makes!

What is in grasshopper spit? 
what does the spit do?

I can build a rocket! Why did cubists paint

the way they did?

What kind of fertilizer
works best on grass?

How much weight
can a kite carry?
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Parent Council
Following are the highlights from the January 15 Parent Council meeting.

Public Input
Strings Program: Jenny Gordon reported 

that there is a lot of interest in the strings 
program and it should be a reality for Edison 
students soon.

Choir: David Adee is organizing an after 
school choir program starting mid February.

Principal’s Report
Allocation for next year’s staffing should 

be as good, if not better, than this year due to 
our consistently high enrollment. 

The “Shaping the Future” plan by the 4J 
superintendent was recently featured in the 
Register-Guard and more information can be 
accessed on the 4J website. The plan includes 
some changes for boundaries for more equity 
in diversity and in the open enrollment 
procedures. In terms of Edison, Tom is not 
sure what or if there will be any effects. Tom 
feels we are a good neighborhood school 
with good programs which is the goal. The 
recommendations will begin to be made 
public in late January and early February. 
The next 4J board meeting concerning these 
issues will be February 13th.

The “Artist in Residence” will occur during 
February.

Edison has a partial FTE due to 
enrollment numbers and Tom is working to 
hire a librarian for two days per week through 
the end of the year. Due to the efforts of the 
Parent Council sponsored book fair, $1500 
was spent to order multi-cultural books for 
the Edison library. 

Deborah Dailey is replacing Will Bromley 
as the Behavior Support Specialist.

School tours happened the last week of 
January.

Events/Past Events Wrap-ups:
Fall Fundraiser: The coffee sales were 

extremely successful. Over $17,000 of 
product was sold with a profit of $6,300. 
Aproximately $5,000 was generated from 
coffee sales and $1,200 from separate 
donations, proving it was a good decision 
to have the “donation” option on the order 
form. 

Kid’s Night Out: We had a successful 
Kid’s Night Out with over $500 raised. The 
extra half hour was much appreciated by the 
families attending. 

Winter Sing: It was a successful evening 
and great effort by David Adee, our music 
teacher. There was a suggestion that children 
would be better supervised either by sitting 
with their parents or having monitors 
supervise in future years.

Food Drive: Thanks to Caryn Jacobs and 
everyone who helped. The food drive went 
very well. The food was sorted by the older 
students, then volunteers put together 11 
or 12 baskets. Tom suggested we come up 
with something a little different than a food 
drive next year. Discussion included several 
ideas such as; adopting families within the 
community and providing more than food 
or sending care packages to Marines and/or 
other military members.

On-Going/Upcoming Events:
Ocean Week: Jen Berglund has stepped up 

to coordinate Ocean Week.
Spring Fling: The date is set for April 

10th. It has been suggested to have a raffle 
instead of the silent auction. Raffle tickets 
could be pre-sold. Spring Fling committee 
members will continue to work out details.

Café Alva Talent Show: Café Alva is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 22nd at South 
Eugene High School auditorium. We hope 
to have a run-through of the performances 
ahead of time to ensure the timing of the 
acts. Volunteers are needed, please contact 
Cynthia Paterson.

Committees:
Staff Appreciation: This month the 

committee prepared and delivered Edison 
cups stuffed with chocolate and cocoa for 
each staff member. There will be another 
token of appreciation given during an 
upcoming staff development day. The 
committee will also coordinate the end of the 
year appreciation brunch for the staff.

T-shirts: T-shirt sales went quite well. The 
number of people who requested a need for 
a shirt matched the amount of people who 
donated.

POP/Cultural Competencies: An event is 
planned for February. 

Garden Project: A meeting was scheduled 
for January 22nd to go over the student 
surveys about plant choices. 

Site Council Report: Plans were made to 
make the Edison mission statement known 
and familiar. This includes a poster designed 
by Katie Parentice. (Tom had a copy of a 
final draft to show Parent Council and it was 
received very positively.) The poster will be 
used around the school to keep the mission in 
daily thought. School improvement focus is 
on reading, technology, cultural competence 
and SAIL (behavioral climate). Members of 
the Site Council each belong to a team which 
focus on an individual school improvement 
goal. Teams are identifying doable goals using 
standards with clear measures and timelines.

EEF/Financial Report: Edison is 
financially healthy for the remainder of this 
school year, but the fall EEF fund drive was 
not as successful as in the past. We don’t 
have knowledge of why it is down, but we 
do need to stay focused on raising funds 
for next year. Tom will write a letter to the 
Edison community which states how parent 
generated funds have been used and what 
Edison’s needs are to continue the current 
operating level.

The committee approved leadership 
stipends from parent generated funds to 
continue school improvement goals related to 
the mission statement.

The new community bulletin board 
kiosk in front of Edison is available for 
announcements for both the Edison 
and South University neighborhood 
communities. If you would like to 
place an announcement there, contact 
the Edison office. There is contact 
information in the kiosk for placing 
SUNA-related announcements.
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From the Halls of Edison
Outside Room 12

Tornado  
I know what you are like,
but please don’t blow me
off the house.
I am very curious,
So please be careful
So please come.

By Van

Sun
Sun, please don’t shine on the snow because
It will melt.
Why are you up in the sky?
I like how you are so hot.
I want it to be more sunny.
Thanks.

By Walker

Clouds
You are very white.
How white are you?
You hide the sun too much.
You make the sky pretty.
Make shapes fun, please.

By Maxfield

Sun
Why are you so fun?
Do you have to get rid of the wind?
And, oh sun, why do 
You make me sweat?
I would like you to stop the rain!

By Wesley

Rainbow
Your colors are so beautiful
Why, when I get close, 
do you go further?
Why do I never get 
to the pot of gold?
You are so, so huge, Rainbow!
I would like to play with you.

By Jay

Snow
Stay, oh piles, stay.
Don’t go away.
Because I want to play.
I don’t like it when you go.
You are so fun to play in.
Stay, but don’t make me cold!

By Azlan

Outside Room 11

A Stinky Smelly Trip
I see a super soaker by the glass.
I smell the scents of the pit.
I hear them smash glass.
I feel the glass under my feet.
I see the machines.

By Fisher

The Windy Night
Blowing, 
Smashing, crashing, 
Mashing,
Strong, stormy,
Windy,
Blowy,
Creepy, Screeky,
Shaky,
Whistly.

By Sienna

By Room 13

How to be an expert at not getting into 
Trouble
1.	 Do not make your parents mad.
2.	 Do not break anything.
3.	 Do not hurt anyone.
4.	 Always listen to your teachers.
5.	 Be very nice.
6.	 Do not disturb anyone.
7.	 Do not be mean.
8.	 If you see someone hurt, go help them 

instead of ignoring them.
I’m an expert at not getting into trouble.

By Jasper Gordon

How to be an Expert at Playing Baseball
Keep your eye on the ball and hit it.
Then run as fast as you can.
They try to get to home plate.
After that you need a team shirt.
I am an expert at playing baseball.

By Ben Clark

How to be an Expert at Riding a Horse
1.	 Do not shove food up the horses nose.
2.	 Make sure the girth is tight.
3.	 Put on a saddle.
4.	 Do not be scared, otherwise the horse will 

gallup off and you will freak out.
5.	 Feed it treats when it is good.
6.	 Make sure there is a blanket under the 

saddle.
I am an expert at riding a horse.

By Robin

How to be an Expert at Drumming
Play with two sticks, but not with chicken 
drumsticks!
Don’t drag the beat.
Never play a Britney Spears song.
Why not play in a band?
Always improvise!
Never play with your head.
Write your own songs.
Don’t wear your cymbals as a hat.
I am an expert at drumming!

By Isaac

How to be an Expert at Catching Bugs
Always do it outside.  
It would be good in your backyard.
Never ever climb up a tree and catch a bee for 
the other bees will chase you.
Bring a first-aid kit in case of injuries.
DO NOT touch poisonous bugs! 
One way to tell is to look for white on it.
Watch where you’re going so you don’t step 
on the bugs.
Don’t catch spiders, they will just build a nest 
and 2,000 eggs will hatch. 
You don’t want that! (I’m just exaggerating.)

By Ashley H.

Outside Room 1

The Citrine, royal lady bug 
sits on its glitter coated throne 
staring into the blood orange flowers below
with it’s enormous white eyes. 
The wind blows, 
the bug leaps and she soars off 
into the aqua-blue sky.

By Tala

WAVE
Along the beach of an island, 
many pleasant glass Jell-o looking waves 
are coming onto land. 
This island is in the middle of the Pacific.  
The water is far away from land.
Nobody lives there, but it is a few minutes 
before a huge tsunami....  
after the tsunami, 
everything was destroyed,
fallen, sandcovered.

By Aksel

The Whale 
They gracefully swam to and fro 
through the sapphire water 
as the photosynthesis glistened 
on their black and white bodies.  
No doubt it, 
they were absolutely amazing.

By Sophie 
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My School’s Health Center is a network of in-school healthcare 
clinics developed by Eugene’s 4J school district to provide students 
and their siblings with quality, affordable healthcare conveniently 
located down the hall from their classroom. 

A smart alternative to long waiting room lines and inconvenient 
trips to the doctor’s office, My School’s Health Centers are funded 
by public and private donations, grants, insurance reimbursements, 
paying patients and funding from the 4J school district. 

Located at Churchill, Sheldon, North Eugene and South Eugene 
high schools, the healthcare centers provide every service a traditional 
family practitioner does, referring to a specialist when necessary. My 
School’s Health Center also offers compassionate mental healthcare, 
adhering to the same Oregon confidentiality laws doctors do. 

FAQ’s

What’s the difference between My School’s Health Center 
and the school nurse? 

In addition to school nurses, My School’s Health Center provides 
family and pediatric nurse practitioners, mental health therapists and 
a wider range of physical, mental and preventive healthcare services. 
In the elementary or middle schools, the school nurse’s role is to assess 
health issues and refer students to the appropriate provider, including 
MSHC. 

Who may visit a My School’s Health Center clinic? 
All Eugene and Bethel students (including home schools, private 

and homeless kids), as well as the students’ siblings, ranging in age 
from birth to 19, may be seen at My School’s Health Center. 

What can students be seen for at My School’s Health 
Center?

Any general health issues or concerns—including mental 
healthcare—that would be attended to by a traditional family or 
pediatric practitioner. If the patient needs more specialized care, staff 
will refer him or her to a specialist, including a dentist or optometrist. 
The clinics are also able to refer patients, as needed, to other sources 
of low cost healthcare.

Are my School’s Health Centers equipped to provide 
mental healthcare? 

Yes, My School’s Health Center has staff available to respond to 
mental health needs. Staff members are known for being kind, caring, 
private and respectful – students can have every confidence that their 
needs will be handled with special care and respect to their privacy.  

What about confidentiality? Will the staff tell parents what 
their child was seen for? 

Not for older kids. My School’s Health Centers adhere to the same 
Oregon laws doctor’s offices do. Because the age of consent for general 
healthcare is 15, and mental healthcare, 14, My School’s Health 
Centers are able to provide care and therapy without breeching 
confidentiality agreements. However, under extreme circumstances 
where the safety of the child is at risk (such as risk of suicide), clinic 
staff will contact a parent. 

Will My School’s Health Centers provide sexual healthcare, 
birth control or other forms of contraception? 

The health centers do provide sexual healthcare, including 
diagnosis, and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases (STD). 
Current school district policies prohibit the clinics from distributing 
of any kind of contraception.

Are parental consent forms required for clinic visits? 
Yes. In general, patients younger than 15 years old seeking medical 

treatment or younger than 14 seeking mental health services will need 
a signed permission slip from a parent before visiting the clinic. When 
permission is not required, My School’s Health Center strives to keep 
parents involved whenever possible. 

Can students visit the clinic without parental supervision? 
Yes. That’s part of the convenience of the health centers: Parents 

don’t have to miss work when their child needs to visit the clinic. 
They may simply go before or after class (during class only when 
necessary), getting to their appointment by simply walking down the 
school hall. 

Can My School’s Health Center practitioners write 
prescriptions? 

Yes. If the patient’s illness or injury requires prescriptive medicine, 
the clinic will provide them with the appropriate, necessary 
prescription. The clinic can also help pay for medicine if there is a 
financial need. 

How are My School’s Health Center visits paid for? 
The health center strives to be affordable and available to all in 

need, so the clinics work on a sliding scale fee, down to zero. Most 
importantly, patients, insured or not, will never be refused service 
due to an inability to pay and parents won’t be billed until the health 
center has okayed it with them first. When necessary, the clinic can 
refer patients to other sources for low cost healthcare. In addition, 
My School’s Health Center accepts most all health insurance plans, 
including the Oregon Health Plan (OHP). 

So students without health insurance can visit My School’s 
Health Center?

Yes, My School’s Health Center will work with students and their 
family to provide quality healthcare at an affordable rate. The clinic 
will figure out a plan that best accommodates their situation. My 
School’s Health Centers exist in part because its founders believe too 
many people out there are not receiving adequate coverage; the clinics 
are here to fill that gap by offering smart, compassionate healthcare at 
affordable rates. 

How is this program funded? 
My School’s Health Centers are made possible by public and 

private donations, grants, insurance reimbursements, funding from 
the 4J school district and paying patients.

Why were My School’s Health Centers created?
Because its creators feel there is a real crisis in health insurance 

across the nation. In addition to a growing number of uninsured 
individuals, there is also growing concern over the number of 
under-insured people with high deductibles and co-payments that 
are preventing them from receiving quality healthcare. Whether used 
as primary care or as complimentary to primary care doctors, My 
School’s Health Center is here to alleviate some of this burden. 
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SUNA News 
By Al Couper

The Edison School cafeteria was packed 
the evening of January 8th by neighbors 
interested in the seven-story apartment 
proposed for the northeast corner of 19th 
and Alder. The occasion was the winter-
quarter meeting of the South University 
Neighborhood Association (SUNA).

Developer Dean Pickett described the 
project and responded to questions and 
comments from the audience. He said 
the apartment would consist of 52 four-
bedroom units. The building will front on 
Alder Street and the automobile access will 
be from the alley on the north side of the 
property. 

Exterior decks proposed on the 19th 
street side have been eliminated from 
preliminary plans, however there will be 
12 balconies on that side. The property 
currently contains two former fraternity 
houses.

Comments ranged from concerns about 
building height and traffic to those about the 
behavior of the student tenants. Suggestions 
ranged from having no balconies and fixed-
pane windows on the 19th Street side to 
providing incentives for off-site parking. 
There was also interest in having more than 
one on-site manager. Pickett said he would 
consider most of the suggestions but said 
no final decisions had been made on many 
aspects of the project. Although under no 
City obligation to do so, Pickett said he 
would be willing to continue the dialogue 
with the neighbors especially if SUNA could 
make efficient for everyone. SUNA Chair 
Bob Peters agreed to try.

At this point, the developer has met with 
City staff but has yet to submit plans for 
building permit approval. City staff at the 
meeting said that, unless a variance from 
zoning standards is requested, the project 
would not require a public hearing.

Churchill: 687-3233
North Eugene: 687-3271
Sheldon: 687-3345
South Eugene: 687-3209

Health Care At School
Getting in to see a doctor can be tough. But finding quality healthcare
shouldn’t be. Conveniently located in the Eugene high schools, My
School’s Health Centers provide a wide range of affordable services.
From basic physicals to mental health counseling our compassionate
health care staff is here to help. And we're right down the hall.

Edison 
School Visits

Tom and representatives of the 
Parent Council will conduct parent 
orientation and school tours for parents 
of incoming kindergarten students 
and for parents who are considering 
a transfer from their neighborhood 
school to Edison for the 2008-2009 
school year. 

The parent orientation and the 
February school tours will occur at 
Edison on the following dates: 
Monday	 Feb. 25	 8:30 -10 am
Wednesday	 Feb. 27	 8:30 -10 am
Wednesday	 Feb. 27	 6:30 -7:30 pm

Parents interested in attending 
an orientation/tour should call 
Vicki at 687-3248 or e-mail her at 
boudreaux@4j.lane.edu to reserve  
a date.

Health 
Tips for 
February:

February is the peak 
of flu season in Oregon so it is not too late 
to get a flu shot. A limited supply of flu 
shots are available at the My Schools Health 
Center for Qualified students. Give us a call 
at 687-3209 (South Health Center) and 
see if your student qualifies. Remember the 
best flu and cold prevention is to wash your 
hands and cover your cough!

Give Kids A Smile Day is 
February 15, 2008

Volunteer dentists and hygienist from 
the Eugene area give qualified uninsured 
students dental cleanings and exams for 
free. Please contact your school nurse for an 
application or information.
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Community Events 
No School Day Adventure: Snug as a Bug
Nearby Nature
Friday, February 1, 8:30 am-3 pm

Hike the park and learn the tricks creatures use to stay warm during the 
cold season. Make a candle to keep your house snug as a bug’s. Enjoy a day of 
exploration, science, hiking, and art in Alton Baker Park and at our Yurt. $30 
members or $35 non-members, ages 6-9. Register at 687-9699.

No School Day Yes! Yea! Day
Science Factory and Young Writers Association
Monday, February 4, 8:30 am-4 pm with after-care until 5:30 pm

This one day camp uses dramatic arts, visual arts, creative writing and 
science to explore Constellations (part 1). Guaranteed to capture your child’s 
imagination and engage their creativity. Bring a lunch, snack, outdoor clothes. 
$40 non-members, $35 members, aftercare $10. www.sciencefactory.org/classes

Margaret Mead Traveling Film and Video Festival
Museum of Natural & Cultural History (films in Knight Law Center, 1010 Agate St.)
Fridays, February 8, 15, 22, seating at 5 pm, program begins at 5:30 pm

Fridays in February bring three programs China Blue, El Inmigrante, 
Flock of Dodos: The Evolution-Intelligent Design Circus from the festival that 
illuminate cultural issues inside and outside our borders. Co-sponsored by 
Eugene Weekly and KLCC with additional support from the Department of 
Anthropology, the Oregon Humanities Center, the Center for Asian Pacific 
Studies and the Folklore Program. Admission $3, MNCH members, UO 
students FREE. http://natural-history.uoregon.edu for film descriptions. 

Pine Needle Basketry
Mount Pisgah Arboretum 
Saturday, February 9, 10 am-3 pm

Learn the traditional art of pine needle basketry and come away with a 
finished product.  Learn history, techniques, and skills for creating your own 
beautiful basket with Pam Roberts, talented local crafter and instructor. Pre-
registration required 747-1504. Fee $30, $25 MPA members.

Family Laser Night
Science Factory Planetarium
Wednesday, February 13, 4:30-7:30 pm

Laser Light Shows are back! The Exhibit Hall will be open and two family 
friendly Laser Light Shows will be shown in the Planetarium. Doodles the 
Clown will be there. At 5 pm, “Laser Pop,” featuring music by N’Sync, Pink, 
Smashmouth, Beach Boys, Sting and others will be shown. Then “Laser Spirit,” 
is at 6 pm featuring music by U2, Madonna, The Beatles, Gloria Estefan and 
others will be playing. Laser shows included with admission. Members FREE.

Lichen Walk
Mount Pisgah Arboretum 
Saturday, February 16, 1-3 pm

Winter exposes hidden beauty at the Arboretum. After the leaves fall, trees 
remain draped in green with many different species of lichens. Explore these 
unique organisms on a fascinating walk with local expert Daphne Stone. Learn 
about the symbiotic relationship between algae and fungi that create the many 
species of lichens, and explore their ecological importance in Oregon forests 
and woodlands. All levels of expertise are welcome.

Oregon Asian Celebration
February 16-17, 10 am - 6 pm
This 23rd annual event includes a Sumo Wrestling mini-robot competition, 
Hawaiian music and hula, martial arts demonstrations, Chinese Lion Dancers, 
crafts and Asian food. Lane County Fairgrounds. Adults $4, 12 and under 
FREE. www.asiancelebration.org.

No School Day Adventure: Micro Odyssey!
Monday, February 18, 8:30 am-3 pm

Cyclops, Hydra, Amoeba, oh my! Venture into the microscopic world 
of our park’s tiniest inhabitants. Catch, examine, draw, and identify 
microorganisms. Enjoy a day of exploration, science, hiking, and art in Alton 
Baker Park and at our Yurt. $30 members or $35 non-members, ages 6-9. 
Register at 687-9699.

No School Day Yes! Yea! Day
Science Factory and Young Writers Association
Monday, February 18, 8:30 am-4 pm with after-care until 5:30 pm

This one day camp uses dramatic arts, visual arts, creative writing and 
science to explore Constellations (part 2). Guaranteed to capture your child’s 
imagination and engage their creativity. Bring a lunch, snack, outdoor clothes. 
$40 non-members, $35 members, after care $10. www.sciencefactory.org/classes

Mysteries of Trees Walk
Mount Pisgah Arboretum 
Friday, February 22, 10 am-noon

Join Lane County Extension Forestry Agent Steve Bowers as we explore the 
Who, What, Where, Why, and How of our forest. Who are these trees?  What 
makes the oak savannah special? Where are the different eco-niches within the 
Arboretum? Why do we thin some trees at Mount Pisgah and not others? How 
are we managing the Arboretum’s amazing sylvan ecosystems? 

Three Cheers for Engineers Day & Block Kids Competition
Science Factory Children’s Museum & Planetarium
Saturday, February 23, 10 am-4 pm 

“Three Cheers for Engineers,” day is combined with the “Block Kids” 
Competition, co-sponsored by the National Association of Women in 
Construction. Explore the role engineering plays in our daily lives and learn 
about career possibilities as you meet real-life engineers and see hands-on 
demonstrations. Then kids grades 1-6 can take on an engineering task of 
their own in the “Block Kids” Competition at 1pm. One winner will go 
on to the regional competition and have a shot at the national prize. All 
participants will get to explore designing and building and take home a goody 
bag. Competition from 12:30-3 pm. Participants FREE, spectators pay regular 
admission. Register at www.sciencefactory.org/programs or at the museum.

Forest Journals: Patterns and Cycles
Mount Pisgah Arboretum 
Saturday, February 23, 10 am-2 pm

Laminate leaves, snake skins, or feathers; sketch a fir cone as you learn 
the seed’s parts; print bark beetle etchings; examine the life cycle of an acorn, 
snout beetle, and more. Recording your observations on a beautiful day in our 
forests, deserts, coast or mountains, is a special day. Having a broad number 
of journal recording techniques enhances that day. Join Kermit Horn for this 
fun class and learn new techniques for adding life to your journal. Registration 
required 747-1504. Fee: $20, $15 MPA members. mtpisgjp@efn.org

Archeology Family Day
Museum of Natural and Cultural History
Saturday, February 23, 1-4 pm

Join our CSI (Cultural Scene Investigation) team and become an 
archaeologist for the day. Investigate and try to solve mysteries about Oregon‘s 
cultural history. Follow clues through a scavenger hunt, explore artifacts, and 
try methods used by experts in the field. Admission $3 individual, $5 families, 
MNCH members FREE. http://natural-history.uoregon.edu

Nearby Nature Quest: Rah! Rah! Rodents!
Saturday, February 23, 10 am-noon

Discover and uncover the underground lives of moles, beavers, and 
gophers. Enjoy a family-paced hike, a snack, a craft, and a visit from a 
costumed Kinder Critter! Meet outside the Park Host Residence in Alton 
Baker Park (between dog run and community gardens), $2/person or $5/
family. Pre-registration suggested, 687-9699.

University Day
Science Factory Children’s Museum & Planetarium
Saturday, March 1, 10 am-4 pm

We are privileged to have UO professors and grad students at the Science 
Factory to host hands-on demonstrations during University Day. Come 
explore everything from volcanoes to lung disease to the microscopic world 
and black holes. The Exhibit Hall will be hopping all day, and at 2 pm, former 
NASA intern and UO student Tamela Maciel will lead a discussion on Black 
Holes in the Planetarium. www.sciencefactory.org
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2007-08 Parent Council Members
(Grade of child in parentheses) *co-facilitators
Suzanne Algara-Sneed (1,2)..............sneedsuzanne@hotmail.com .................. 683-7325
Keri Aronson (1)..................................keriaronson@mac.com .............................345-2762
Jason Aulicino (K)................................aulicino@uoregon.edu ............................. 510-1279
Debra Austin (3)..................................debraaustin@aol.com ..............................686-9454
Joan Bolls (1,3).................................... joanandpat@comcast.net ....................... 689-6959
Louise Bronaugh (3)............................Lbronaug@uoregon.edu............................513-9159
Susanne Bryant (2)..............................susanneeb@comcast.net .......................... 338-3181
Carrie Connelly (1).............................chc@speerhoyt.com ................................. 342-4511
Susan Daniell (3).................................sndaniell@hotmail.com ............................345-7463
Leita Dzubay (2,5)..............................dzubayl@hotmail.com .............................302-1607
Theresa Elmore (K,2)........................... tmelmore@comcast.net ............................ 683-4194
Sarah Esser (K)....................................sarah_esser@yahoo.com ....................... 359-2539
*Kirsten Frazer (K,2)...........................k.frazer@comcast.net .............................. 683-9648
Jenny Gordon (2)................................drjennifergordon@aol.com ......................345-7130
Laura Gordon (3)................................ laura.gordon@comcast.net...................... 505-8386
Kirsti Haugen (4).................................haugen@4j.lane.edu.................................434-2416
Dena James (K, 2,3)............................doctordjames@msn.com ......................... 687-5206
Hillary Johnson (2,5)...........................htjohnson@comcast.net ........................... 345-5526
Heidi Laws (1)......................................hpfunder@yahoo.com...............................338-7683
Jennifer Luria (2).................................. jenniferluriaharbur@yahoo.com..... 503-737-9922
Lisa MacMaster (K,3)......................... lisa-mac2004@msn.com ........................ 485-3786
Tom Maloney (Principal).....................maloney@4j.lane.edu.............................. 687-3284
Kate McCarthy (2)..............................mccmarble@comcast.net .........................341-1456
Stephanie McLaughlin (K,1)...............mclaughlin.stephanie@gmail.com ..........513-8507
Michelle Mikkelsen (K,5)....................mmikkelsen@att.net ................................. 342-6958
Christy Monson (K,4).......................... themonsoons@gmail.com ................503-551-6179
Chris & Lori Naugle (2) .....................cnaugle@comcast.net ............................. 485-7279
*Tara Parrillo (K, 2)............................. tarasnumber@msn.com ........................... 344-9205
Cynthia Paterson (2)............................patersonfamily@msn.com ....................... 344-6829
Rita Radostitz (5, 5).............................rjradostitz@yahoo.com ............................ 345-0711
Ron Renchler (3)..................................christyandron@qwest.net ........................ 345-0834
Beth Stein (3).......................................bethastein@comcast.net ......................... 242-0798
Sydney Stringer (2,5)..........................darin@irmforestry.com .............................349-1296
Jen Thoennes (3)..................................pighart@hotmail.com .............................. 345-4970
Aimee Varnon (1)................................dwelch@uoregon.edu ..............................342-3691
Lynette Williams (5)............................. lynettemwilliams@gmail.com................... 485-3960
Vernae White (K,4).............................naewhite@aol.com ................................... 255-2611

2007-08 Site Council Members
Polly Moak (teacher)...........................moak@4j.lane.edu
Carrie Ann Naumoff (teacher)...........naumoff@4j.lane.edu
Kathleen Rockwell (teacher)...............rockwell@4j.lane.edu
Laura Twigg (teacher)......................... twigg_l@4j.lane.edu
Tom Maloney(principal).....................maloney@4j.lane.edu.............................. 687-3284
Lisa King (parent).................................pking9@mac.com..................................... 683-8025
Kirsti Haugen (parent).........................haugen@4j.lane.edu.................................434-2416 

Volunteer activities Coordinators
Events
Fall Picnic (Aug/Sept).........................Theresa Elmore.......................................... 683-4194
Student Directory (Sept/Oct).............Michelle Mikkelsen.................................. 342-6958
Health Screening (Oct 2008)............volunteers needed
Book Fair (Oct)....................................Lynette Williams........................................ 485-3960
Fall Family Night (Oct)........................Beth Stein.................................................. 242-0798
Fall Fundraiser (Nov/Dec)..................Jen Thoennes............................................ 345-4970
Project Fair (Mar)................................volunteers needed
Women’s History Week (Mar)...........Mickey Stellavato......................................687-9718
Toucan Tales Anthology (Mar)...........Kirsti Haugen.............................................434-2416
Spring Fling (Apr)................................volunteers needed
Café Alva (May).................................Cynthia Paterson...................................... 344-6829
Ocean Week (May)............................Jen Berglund
Jogathon (May)...................................Michelle Mikkelsen.................................. 342-6958
5th Grade Celebration (June)..............Leita Dzubay 302-1607, Hillary Johnson 345-5526

Services
Chinook Book Sales............................Kate McCarthy..........................................341-1456
Classroom/Volunteer Coordinator....Tara Parrillo............................................... 344-9205
Cultural Competency Committee.......Rita Radostitz............................................. 345-0711
Edison EEF/Advancement..................Zanne Miller..............................................485-4120 
Front Case Display..............................Sherryl Lockhart........................................484-4591
Funds for Free (e-scrip)........................Tara Parrillo............................................... 344-9205
Garden Project.....................................Susan Daniell.............................................345-7463
Head Lice Checks................................Jen Thoennes............................................ 345-4970
Health, Nutrition, & Fitness.................Susanne Bryant.......................................... 338-3181
Library...................................................Tana Posey................................................ 687-3284
Newsletter............................................Scott MacWilliams................................... 344-6626
Playground Partners............................volunteers needed
Staff Appreciation Committee............volunteers needed
T-shirts...................................................Leita Dzubay..............................................302-1607
Web Site...............................................Kirsti Haugen.............................................434-2416
Yearbook..............................................volunteers needed

February 2008 calendar
Fri., Feb. 1	 NO SCHOOL, Grading Day 
Mon., Feb. 4	 NO SCHOOL, Staff Planning Day
Feb. 5-28	 Artist in Residence Program
Wed., Feb. 6	 Inclusion Assembly
Fri., Feb. 15	 Report Cards Home
	 Give Kids A Smile Day/Hearing Screening
Mon., Feb. 18	 NO SCHOOL, Presidents Day
Wed., Feb. 20	 Immunization Exclusion Day
Feb. 25-29	 4J School Choice Visitation Week
Tues., Feb. 26	 Project Fair Registration Form Due
Tues., March 4	 7th Annual Project Fair

Site Council Report
Mission Statement Promotion

Site Council members agreed on the size and location of the 
primary Mission Statement poster. The mission statement, which is 
superimposed on a photo of students entering the building, will be 
framed and displayed in the front lobby. We will also display a smaller 
version of the mission statement by the West 22nd St. entrance. A big 
thanks to Kate Parentice for helping to create the visual image of our 
mission statement.

Math
Site Council discussed a process for completing a district initiated 

Math survey to be completed by teachers throughout 4J School 
District. The survey is the beginning of a year long process to review 
and strengthen math instruction throughout the district and to select 
a new district adopted math curriculum. for Edison. Edison staff will 
decide the process and timeline for completing the survey. Kathleen 
Rockwell and Courtney Poindexter represent Edison on the 4J Math 
Teacher Leader Committee. 

School Improvement Process and Timeline
A timeline and process for completing Edison’s 2007-2009 School 

Improvement Plan was discussed and approved. Edison’s School 
Improvement Plan includes goals and activities in the areas of reading, 
technology integration, cultural competency as well as school climate/
interpersonal growth and development 

School Improvement - Read
Polly Moak, Edison’s Reading Team Leader and Tom presented a 

first draft School Improvement Plan for Reading to members of the 
Site Council. The primary goal of the plan is to insure that all students 
meet or exceed grade level benchmark standards in reading. Site 
Council made several recommendations for improving the plan and 
forwarded the revised plan to the Edison staff for further discussion 
and feedback. A proposal to approve the final plan for reading will 
occur at the February 12th Site Council meeting.

Staff Development Priorities
Members discussed possible topics for future staff development 

days. Additional training in technology integration and cultural 
competency were mentioned. After receiving feedback from the 
Edison staff, Site Council will set staff development priorities for the 
remainder of the year. 

Technology Integration Update
The “Tech Team” is currently working on the Technology 

Integration School Improvement Plan and on an “Equal Access” plan 
for sharing technology throughout the building. Both plans will be 
presented to the Site Council on February 12th.   


