Parents at Roosevelt MEETING MINUTES 1-23-09

Meeting 4
PRESENT:  Morley Hegstrom-RMS Principle, Juan Cuadros–RMS Vice Principle, Nancy Collie–Volunteer Coordinator, Melanie MacKinnon–PAR co-convener, Deb McCarty–PAR co-convener, Maggie Carlson–PAR secretary, Coleen Alexander-PAR treasurer, Jolyn Merrifield, Jeremy Hansen, Margie Kelly, Dene Eller, Michelle Mikkelsen
You are welcome to come before PAR meetings from 8:45-9am, the 3rd Friday each month, for coffee and a chance to chat with Morley and Juan. 

INTRODUCTIONS – Good Morning and Welcome  - Melanie MacKinnon    
Please introduce yourself and name/grade of your student.
ANNOUNCEMENT – Morley Hegstrom - School Budget  
Feb 5th – Short fall will be announced.  We expect a decrease in $17 million to 4J


We expect to loose at the very least 1 ½ teachers.

Feb 4th- Boundary issues is will be announced

Feb 13th – Staffing and enrollment will be decided

Feb 4th meeting on “Transition and shaping the future”.  RMS has concerns with the flexibility factor.  The formula by which you decide how many students you can take from each region. See website http://www.4j.lane.edu/shaping4J/ for more information
Melanie requested a standardized letter be formed that we can all use to send to George Russell, Superintendent. 
Margie and Michelle will create one and Melanie will make sure it gets to all House Parents.

Transfer issue for siblings vs. Choice issue

This is so important to RMS as well.  This will affect Roosevelt students who would like to continue to SEHS will the same students and friends they have studied with.  It affects siblings that won’t go to the same school.  It affects the enrollment at Roosevelt.

If are voices are heard with can win the Choice issue.

Stand for Children – Reporting Melanie MacKinnon for Joy Marshal joy@stand.org and Jennifer Geller jgeller@clearwire.net 

Presidents Day Rally   Monday, February 16, 2009

State Capitol Steps, Salem – 12 to 1pm, rain or shine

Buses leave South Eugene High School by 9:45am Bring your student!

Register at www.stand.org/or/rally

“Stand for Children is a citizen voice for children.  Our mission is to teach everyday people how to join together in an effective grassroots voice in order to win concrete, long-lasting improvements for children at both state and local levels.”  For more information go to www.stand.org 

AGENDA – 

1) Volunteer Coordinator – Nancy Collie collie_n@4j.lane.edu
    a) Magazine Sale – Follow up

Magazine drive made around $17,000 this year for Student Government.  This is down previous years that made around $30,000.

     b) HAP – Follow up
3,265 items of food and $1,770 to purchase fresh food, were collected before the holiday break.  These items were boxed and distributed to 40 Roosevelt families.
    c) Registration – Cary Hancock caryhancock13@hotmail.com  and Kim Esrig

Registration will be Feb 9th and volunteers are welcome.  Please contact Nancy Collie.

     d)  Activity Night – Friday, Feb 13th
There are 3 activity nights a year.  Times 6:30-8:30pm.  

.

May add Movie to act as a quiet room.

e) Immigration Simulation – Follow up 

This is a 6th grader event  that took place 1st and 2nd periods Thurs Dec 11th 

.  

This is a very fun event where students and parents dress in period costumes and simulate the transfer of immigrants through Ellis Island.

A problem occurred this year for many students in kids being “deported” too early and missing the whole simulation experience.  Making sure every parent participating is oriented to the process will be a note that goes into the immigration simulation file.

.

2) Roosevelt’s Equity Committee – Juan Cuadros  cuadros_j@4j.lane.edu
Presidential Inauguration Assembly – On Tuesday, January 20th with a special performance by the Roosevelt choir and keynote speaker Johnny Lake was a wonderful event for the students.  A special thank you goes out to Juan and the committee for organizing this event.
Equity Committee meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 5pm in the staff room.

Please join them for meetings.

The next event to occur, Festival of Films, will be in March.  More details of the date and time will be announced.

Follow up from PAR meeting #3 – 

Recommendation: Have 8th graders share in leadership roles, maybe link it with WEB(Where everyone belongs).  Give the student leaders training.

Recommendation:  Educate parents in evening PAR(Parents at Roosevelt) meetings. 

Recommendation:  Change name from REC to ROCK or something fun for kids.

These recommendations will go on the Equity Committee next agenda

3)Scrip and escrip – Maggie Carlson scottc15@yahoo.com  484-9286


At the end of December, grocery scrip sale books were balanced.   More grocery scrip has been purchased and we are ready to sell again.


The Parent Volunteers in the office have been doing a great job of distributing grocery scrip.  There have been reports by a few parents that they are very pleased with the changes.  They like being able to pick their grocery scrip up, right away, from a parent in the office.

Recommendation:  for free entry to Activity Night to any student with a signed sheet saying their family signed up for escrip.  Comment was made to make the prize free popcorn instead. 

Maggie will talk to Joyce and see what the best system will be for tracking this.

4)Treasurer’s Report – Colleen Alexander

Approximately $67,000 in bank.  Much of this might go to help Roosevelt from the budget cuts.  Treasurer Report is attached.
5) Site Counsel – Deb McCarty and Morley Hegstrom


a) Boundary and School Choice were talked about – The next school choice meetings are next week Wednesday, January 28th from 9:45 to 10:30 in the Library and Thursday, January 29th at 7pm in the Library.  Morley request two parents participate in each of these meetings by sharing their student’s experiences at Roosevelt Middle School.  Deb McCarty, Jolyn Merrifield, Margie Kelly, Michelle Mikkelsen volunteered.


b)  Staff is looking at assuring that our students receive adequate training in technology.  They are discussing which classes should be responsible for teaching computer skills.  One possibility is to bring back the “Tech class”, as elective or requirement, for students.  

Thank you from Deb McCarty to the site counsel and staff for working so hard, brainstorming great ideas and creating such a strong program for our students.

6)  New Grant Form – Melanie MacKinnon

Melanie showed the new form to be used for staff to request $’s from PAR.  The form will be reviewed again in late Spring when it is likely to be used for the money earned from Basket sales at the Showcase silent auction.
7) New Student and family orientation packet – Nancy Collie and Melanie MacKinnon

This packet will be used at the beginning of next year.  The creation is still in process and will be followed up at a later PAR meeting.
8) PAR evening education meeting – Deb McCarty dlmmc@msn.com 

Next PAR educational meeting is Wednesday, February 18th from 7:30 -8:30pm  “How to fund your child’s college education”(scholarships, financial aid, etc.) Prior to this meeting will be a Roosevelt Hot topic meeting from 7-7:30.  Parents are encouraged to come to both meetings. 

March PAR meeting will join with the Equity Committee and present a family film night.

April PAR meeting will be on South Eugene High School – Classic vs.IHS with Principle Randy Bernstein.

a)PAR education series vs. PAR business meeting

Problems that we are trying to remedy are making sure we are inclusive(for parents that may work during the day)  and keeping attendance up(whether it is PM or AM meeting).

3 options where discussed  :  

1. Continue as we are doing with our business meeting the third Friday of each month from 9-10:30am and the education meeting one night a month in the RMS Library at 7pm.    

2.  Hold the business meeting just before the evening Educational meeting.  Business meeting could be as short as 15min (in which case we would still need a morning business meeting) or as long as 45 min (in which case we might not need a morning meeting)

3.  Hold both the Business meeting and Education meeting on different nights in the same month.

Solutions: We will try various combinations at the next few meetings and evaluate each to see what best works.

Next meeting, February, we will have a “Roosevelt Hot Topics” meeting from 7-7:30pm then the education meeting from 7:30-8:30.  We will also offer child care at this meeting.  We will canvass the crowd at the education meeting to ask if they would attend a business meeting if it was held in the evening.

NEXT PAR MEETING IS FRIDAY FEBRUARY 20TH FROM 9-10:30
  Please join us 8:45 to 9am for good coffee and conversation with Morley and Juan
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